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WE WOULD NOT SUPPORT CUTS AND OUR PLANS WERE IGNORED

WHY WE VOTED AGAINST THE 
LIVERPOOL CITY COUNCIL BUDGET

Why did seven Labour 
councillors vote 
against Liverpool City 

Council’s annual budget, and 
risk expulsion from the party?

It wasn’t because we had rejected 
Labour, socialist values; it was 
because we were trying to defend 
them.

We couldn’t vote for damaging 
cuts to social care.

We couldn’t vote for a £40 

Green Bin charge, wrong on 
environmental grounds, and 
unlikely to raise the revenue 
claimed. At the time of 
writing 10,000 residents have 
subscribed. At least 43,000 are 
needed to reach the £1.7 million 
figure set in the budget.

We couldn’t vote for a £280,000 
a year ‘saving’ which leaves four 
non council-run libraries having 
to bid for funding each year to 
survive.

We certainly could not do it 

when the city’s reserves rose from 
£20.7 million to £30.7 million.

It didn’t have to be this way. 
Alternatives were put forward 
but, in spite of letters asking for a 
full debate on their merits, there 
was no such group discussion. 
Instead, they were rejected as ‘not 
robust.’ The only set of proposals 
taken seriously was the one put 
forward by the Cabinet.

So seven of us ‘rebelled.’ It was 
not factional. The seven of us did 
not meet as a group. Indeed, one 

councillor only made his position 
clear on the evening of the 
meeting. We are now suspended 
from the Labour Party and 
waiting to see what sanction we 
will face.

Whatever happens, we will now 
put our efforts into making sure 
next year’s budget invests in the 
city and meets citizens’ needs, a 
budget driven by true socialist 
values.

 Alan Gibbons is a councillor for 
Warbreck ward

ON the eve of the May 5 
elections, one life-long Norfolk 
Labour Party member posted 
this letter to Sir Keir Starmer

Dear Mr Starmer,

As we meander into the local 
elections, I, a fully paid up 
member, am unimpressed. Your 
strategy is wrong.

Firstly, you have interfered 
with the appointment of 
prospective candidates at local 
level. You and Mr Evans (Gen 
Secretary) have decided to form 
a monochrome party stifling 
local constituency parties from 

responding to local issues. 
Instead, you want a Westminster 
Party not local Labour parties 
with their mixture of political 
views. Because of this, you are 
stifling the whole Labour Party, 
and I object to it.

As regards your campaign, are 
you completely sure you are 
offering policies that will make 
life better for all citizens? Your 
main thrust seems to be simply 
‘get rid of the corrupt Johnson 
and the Tory government.

Exposing the corruption of 
Johnson and the Tories is all well 
and good, but voters will look at 

you and shrug and either stick 
with Johnson or not vote at all.

On social media, present day 
and former party members are 
not convinced you will improve 
the lives of the homeless, the 
hungry, the sick and disabled, 
that you are not concerned 
with unemployment, working 
conditions and pay, failing 
education policies, the plight of 
the NHS and social welfare, or 
that you will act to reduce the 
rise in the cost of living and that 
you will pursue the benefactors 
of this crisis.

I am no longer able to campaign, 

but I pity those who are now 
knocking on doors. They will 
tentatively talk about local issues 
and what the local candidates 
will push for, whilefearing it may 
not meet your approval as being 
‘too socialist’.

Also, when confronted by low 
paid or out of work families 
relying on meagre benefits and 
food banks, what can they say 
that you will do to improve their 
lives? What can they say to those 
who are sick or disabled? You do 
not believe in public ownership. 
How very Tory!

You have misjudged the 

situation and underestimated 
the power of Johnson’s swagger. 
He will lie about the health of the 
nation and how he is developing 
‘world beating projects’. Those 
voters who are not hoodwinked 
by him will not vote at all.

You have become obsessed in 
gaining control of the Party in 
order to redefine it for the benefit 
of potential corporate funders.

Yours, most disappointedly,

Mike Larcey,

Downham Market

South West Norfolk

Election blues within the East of England Labour party
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THE CLIFF JONES 
COLUMN
A QUESTION for the US 
Supreme Court. If you so 
believe that, no matter what, abortion 
is wrong, does that mean that every 
child must also be given a good life? 
Free health care? Does that seem 
reasonable? Police not pointing guns 
at you, especially if you are not white? 
A good chance of a decent job?

BREAKING NEWS, YET TO BE VERIFIED.
Women are rumoured to be sentient 
members of humanity. The ownership 
of their bodies is, according to some 
revolutionaries, their own.  How can 
society sustain itself if women assert 
equality and expect equal respect? 
The end of the World is nigh if women 
ever acquire control of their own 
bodies. They got the vote. Wasn’t that 
enough? Clearly not. Some of them 
imagine that they are permitted to 
act upon their own opinions. Not to 
worry, the REPUBLICANS shall put an 
end to their looney views.

Winston Spencer Johnson tells (some) 
Ukrainian people that THIS IS YOUR 
FINEST HOUR.

I strongly suspect him of practising in 
front of the mirror with a toy cigar in 
one hand and a brandy in the other. 
“Oh my goodness, how do I make a V 
sign with both hands full? Ah, cigar in 
gob, that’s the way.”

For me our FINEST HOUR was the 5th. 
July 1945 and the General Election 
that gave us our most serious-minded 
and fair government of all time. It is in 
a Tory-made mess at the minute but 
just imagine what for so many of us 
life would be like without the NHS. Life 
would have been death at an early 
age. In 1948 I thought antibiotics had 
just been invented. No, they simply 
became available to all. 

We may think that in 1951 the 
electorate chose to vote rightwards. 
Not so. Attlee’s Labour Party broke the 
record for number of votes cast in 
favour of a party. It was our First Past 
The Post electoral system that 
thwarted the democratic will of the 
people. If only Labour had changed 
that. Are we today undergoing 
Pretend Politics or is it Pretentious 
Politics? Covid? So many needless 
deaths BUT balance that against so 
much private profit. I am sure that 
some of it shall, in that favoured 
phrase of Tory philosophers, Trickle 
Down. 
CRAP!

I am suffering from Political 
Depression. I used to think that if I 
voted Labour or even pre Dem Liberal 
I was doing my bit to bring about a 
more fair society. There is no way that 
I can vote for an advocate of genocide 
and Apartheid. No way!

Can I say that again? NO WAY! 
My first hand observation of it never 
came close to the intimate experience 
of it. But it was enough for me.
Starmer, do look up the word Semitic. 
It does not mean what you think it 
means. And while you are leafing 
through learned books try also 
looking up Zionism. I know of no 
serious Jewish academic who agrees 
with it. But he won’t. He has chosen 
his set of prejudices and cuddles close 
the ignorance that sustains them.
The Peoples’ Flag is now Brightest 
Blue. And There Is Nothing About It 
That You Can Do.

The old TBA site was the 
international centre 
for the manufacture of 

asbestos from the beginning 
of the twentieth century. 
It covers over 72 acres. The 
first case of asbestosis was 
recorded here. It has a history 
of causing harm to workers 
and locals, being defended by 
the disgraced MP Cyril Smith.

It is highly contaminated but 
the council have refused to desig-
nate it as contaminated land.

If it was designated as contami-
nated land the council would have 
added responsibilities regarding 
the health and safety questions 
posed by contamination. No ex-
planation has ever been given as to 
why it remains unclassified.

At a recent council meeting the 

leader of the council stated that 
everyone knew it was a highly con-
taminated...

New owners bought the site 
in October 2021. They stated that 

their intention was to remediate 
the site. The cost of the remedia-
tion was identified as around £20 
million. They have said that there 
are no plans as to future use and it 
was their intention to sell on the 

site when 
work was 

completed.

Local res-
idents are con-

cerned to ensure that 
development of the site should 

not cause any threat to the health 
and safety of residents. The role of 
the council is to monitor work un-
dertaken on site.

Unfortunately the council are 
not engaging with local residents 
and appear to be operating a poli-
cy of ignoring residents’ concerns, 
either by not answering resident’s 
questions or by giving vague or 
evasive answers. The previous 
owners were registered in the Car-
ibbean and residents were engaged 
in a long battle with them.

by MICK COATES

TURNER BROTHERS ASBESTOS SITE, ROCHDALE

A DISASTER  
WAITING  
TO HAPPEN
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3rd of May
1919 – Birth of Pete Seeger, 

American left-wing activist 
along with singer/songwriter 
and guitarist. He died in 2014

1921 - Ireland is partitioned 
into two. North and South after 
the government act of 1920 is 
passed.

4th May
1962 – Atmospheric nuclear 

tests were performed on Christ-
mas Island by the United States. 

2000 – Ken Livingstone be-

comes the first mayor of London

5th May
1818 - Birth of Carl Marx in 

Treves, Germany
1867 – Birth of American Nel-

lie Bly, Social reformer, human 
rights advocate, and journalist

6th May
1954 – Roger Bannister in the 

UK was the first man to run a 
mile in under 4 minutes.

1979 – Thousands march in 
America against the building of 

more nuclear power plants

7th May
1920 – Morecombe Football 

Club is founded.
1956 – The British Health 

Minister, RH Turton says there 
are no health risks related to cig-
arettes and so refuses to put a 
government anti-smoking cam-
paign in place.

1971 – Concord takes a 
75-minute publicity flight to 
Toulouse with the French presi-
dent on board. Concord was the 

world’s first faster than sound 
passenger aeroplane

8th May
1924 – In Werkspoor Amster-

dam, workers strike against a 
third cut in their wages.

1933 – Mahatma Gandhi 
holds a 21-day strike against the 
British Oppression in India.

1967 – Muhammad Ali is in-
dicted for refusing to join the 
army to fight in Vietnam.

9th May
1859 – Birth of Abolitionist 

leader John Brown.
1974 – Watergate Scandal. 

Formal and public impeachment 
hearings regarding President 
Richard Nixon begin.

 
10th May
1994 – Nelson Mandela be-

comes president of South Africa 
with the first free election de-
spite various political attempts 
to stop him. 

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

MONDAY 3RD – 10TH MAY
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The 1926 General strike 
was brought about 
because negotiations 

between the miners and the 
mine owners had failed. In 
June 1925, the mine owners 
had declared that they wanted 
to cut the miners wages and 
increase their working hours.

The Trades Union Congress 
(TUC) offered its support to the 
miners’ union the Miners’ Feder-
ation of Great Britain, including 
strike action. 

There were plans for a min-
ing and transport strike which 
the Tory Government were 
afraid they would lose, so they 
tricked them into not striking 
by offering the mining industry 
a subsidy for nine months, so 
the miners were paid their full 
wages. During this time the Gov-
ernment made preparations for 
when the subsidies stopped, and 
their wages went down. Negotiations between the 

mine owners and the miners 
failed and with 800,000 coal 
miners locked out, on the 3rd of 
May 1926 a strike began.

The TUC limited the strikers 
to railwaymen, steelworkers, 
ironworkers, transport workers, 
printers and dockers. The re-
sponse from the working class 
was overwhelming with 1.7 

million workers coming out on 
strike. Transport came to a halt; 
newspapers were not printed, 
and heavy industry came to a 
halt. 

The government were pre-
pared after their nine months 
of preparations and using the 
Emergency Powers Act 1920, set 

up the organisation 
for Maintenance of 

Supplies. 

The authori-
ties used volun-
teers like middle 
class university 

students do the 
work of the strik-

ers. There were 
clashes between the 

Police and the crowds in 
numerous towns and about 400 
strikers were arrested. There 
were attacks on buses and trains 
including the Flying Scotsman 
which ended up being derailed.

The TUC unilaterally called 
off the strike on the 12th of May 
with no guarantees of fair treat-
ment for the miners, who fought 
on to bitter defeat in October 
when they were starved back to 
word. 

Some were victimised and 
others remained unemployed 
for many years.

After the strike, a new law 
was bought in where you could 
have a sympathetic strike or 
mass picket. This was called the 
1927 Trades Disputes and Trades 
Union Act.

THE 1926 
GENERAL 

STRIKE

»The Tory Government were afraid  
they would lose, so they tricked them 
into not striking by offering the mining 
industry a subsidy for nine months, so 
the miners were paid their full wages

MIDDLE CLASS 
AND STUDENTS

VOLUNTEERED TO 
SCAB, DOING THE 

WORK OF THE  
STRIKERS

MASSIVE SOLIDARITY BY THE WORKING CLASS
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ISRAEL HYPOCRISY

Israeli officials are set to dis-
cuss expanding aid to Ukraine, 
including supplies of defensive 
military equipment so far with-
held by Jerusalem, according to a 
report Tuesday.

Since Russia invaded Ukraine 
on February 24, Israel has re-
jected requests from Kyiv and 
the West for military equipment 
such as anti-missile batteries, 
and only recently agreed to send 
helmets and flak jackets to civil-
ian rescue and medical forces, 
part of a policy meant to pre-
serve ties with Russia. Instead 
it has sent some 100 tons of hu-
manitarian aid and set up a field 

hospital in western Ukraine for 
six weeks.

However, Israeli officials are 
now expected to support send-
ing Ukraine military aid, albeit 
at symbolic levels, and still with 
hopes of keeping its relationship 
with Russia intact, Haaretz re-
ported Tuesday, citing officials 
with knowledge of the matter.

This is the same Israel that 
has built settlements on con-
quered Palestinian land since 
the 1940’s and is still murdering 
any Palestinians who fight back. 
It was probably only a matter 
of time before Israel wanted a 
chance to test out their killing 
machines on another country.

MORE MADE AMERICANS
Texas Governor Greg Abbott 

is weighing a plan to invoke real 
war powers by declaring an “in-
vasion” at the US southern bor-
der to get around a clause in the 
US Constitution.

Abbott could declare an in-

vasion to comply with a clause 
in the US Constitution which 
prohibits states from engaging 
in war unless they were “actually 
invaded.”

Lawyers for Abbott and Tex-
as Attorney General Ken Paxton 
met earlier this month to debate 
the plan, which would directly 
challenge the federal govern-
ment, the New York Times re-
ported. It would allow Texas 
state police to arrest and deport 
migrants, two people familiar 
with the discussion told the pa-
per.

“If we do use this strategy, it 
could expose law enforcement in 
the state of Texas to being prose-
cuted,” Abbott said during a press 
conference last week, confirming 

that he was “looking into” the 
idea.

YET MORE MAD AMERICANS

Some 80% of the M777 how-
itzers and half of the 155mm am-
munition for them – promised 
to Ukraine by US President Joe 
Biden last month – have already 
been delivered, the Department 
of Defence said on Monday.

The US military also said it 
has supplied nearly all the coun-
ter-battery and anti-aircraft ra-
dars and 5,000 Javelin anti-tank 
missiles pledged, but no helicop-
ters just yet.

The figures came from a back-
ground briefing at the Pentagon 
on Monday, where an unnamed 
American defence official gave 

reporters the official account of 
Washington’s military aid to Kiev. 

Biden initially promised 
Ukraine 18 howitzers, but later 
added another 72, along with 
140,000 rounds of 155mm am-
munition, ten counter-artillery 
radars, two air surveillance ra-
dars, 200 M113 armoured per-
sonnel carriers, 100 Humvees 
and 11 Mi-17 helicopters. 

According to the Pentagon, 
half of the 155mm ammunition 
is already in Ukrainian hands, 
and more is headed over every 
day. A total of 72 howitzers have 
been delivered, along with “near-
ly all” the radars. A total of 14 car-
go flights departed the US over 
the past 24 hours, and 11 more 
are expected over the next day, 
along with 23 flights from five 
other countries. 

These supply flights report-
edly land in Poland, from where 
the weapons are taken across the 
Ukrainian border by road and 
rail.

BEST OF THE WEB
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WHAT ABOUT

Later in life than I had 
hoped, I inherited a 
garden from a wealthy 

great uncle who had made his 
fortune in the colonies. When 
it was first released from the 
offshore trust fund, it had 
been kept in good condition; 
with a beautiful lawn and 
immaculately trimmed hedges 
but, over time, it began to 
reflect my own shortcomings 
and fell into a state of squalor 
and disrepair. Apparently, 
three hundred hangovers a 
year do not a good gardener 
make. 

One morning, before the first 
tipple of the day, the mother of 
the family living at 75 came over 

the street to complain about 
the discarded bottles of gin that 
littered my garden and the un-
sightly overflowing ashtray on 
my porch. She said something 
about ‘it setting a bad example’ 
but I wasn’t really listening. I 
just shrugged, “what about all 
the beer cans in 79’s garden?” 
I ‘asked’. “And their porch ash-
tray has spliff ends in it too!” 
I furthered. The mother of 75 
gave me that kind of exasperat-
ed eyebrow raise that says ‘what 
the f**k is wrong with you?!’ and 
then continued on her way to do 
the school run. 

A few gins later in the early 
afternoon, a dog walking cou-
ple stopped at the bottom of the 

garden and ushered me down 
to chat. When I got down to the 
bottom of the garden they told 
me that my front gate had rusted 
off its hinges but that they knew 
the number of a good carpenter 
who could come and fix it on the 
cheap. 

“Look at the house next 
door!” I slurred. “At least I’ve 
f**king got a gate!” The male of 
the couple took a step towards 
me angrily but was stopped by 
his partner who gently put her 
hand on his chest. She narrowed 
her eyes at me before the couple 
continued their trip to the park 
with their dog. 

By early evening I’d run out of 

tonic and Rizlas and so made the 
short drive to the local Pound-
land to replenish my supplies. 
When I got back I got out of the 
car to see the sweet old lady who 
lives opposite waiting for me by 
my rusted gate. “I already told 
you people that I’m not fixing 
it!” I barked at her “Um.. no, dear. 
I actually just wanted to tell you 
that it looks like your Koi Carp 
in your pond has died. Sorry to 
be the bearer of bad news.” She 
soothed. “Oh that thing’s been 
dead for weeks,” I said dismiss-
ively. “What about all the dead 
frogs in that pond over the road? 
I don’t see you bothering those 
guys!” She looked a little sorry 
for me before politely walking 
home while muttering some-

thing about there ‘being all sorts 
living around here nowadays’. 

I walked up the garden path 
towards my front door and as I 
got there I saw a pamphlet about 
the war in Ukraine. I can’t im-
agine they handed pamphlets 
out in Russia when we went into 
Iraq, I thought. Besides, aren’t 
the Yemenis or the Afghans wor-
thy victims anymore. 

It’s dark now so I’m going to 
sit in my garden, drink my gin 
and smoke my cigarettes until I 
fall asleep on my porch. Maybe 
tomorrow will be just another 
day, or maybe tomorrow will 
never come at all.

by Red Cygnet

CAN’T IMAGINE THEY HANDED PAMPHLETS OUT IN RUSSIA

WHATABOUTERY?



8 Early May 2022 POLITICS AND EVENTSWORD
THE

Sorry to reveal old news 
to those people getting a 
thrill out of the distracting 

war in Eastern Europe, but the 
reality is that the Sars-Cov2 
pandemic has still not gone 
away.

Just because large numbers 
of people are bored of hearing 
about it – and a large proportion 
of rich people are bored of having 
to take precautions against it that 
damage their profiteering – that 
hardly means it ceases to be a 
matter of importance.

It may be hard to believe, but 
it is two years this week (date 
of writing: 8th March) since 
the Coronavirus was declared a 
pandemic by the World Health 

Organisation. The deathly infec-
tiousness of the virus is under-
lined by how there were fewer 
than 100,000 cases and under 
5,000 related deaths globally at 
that point. It means it has spread 
well over one thousand-fold in 
just 24 months.

But it might be even worse. 

In one corner of the arithme-
tic-sphere, the hypothesis is 
that the real global death-toll is 
higher - much higher. So high, 
it may be as much as four times 
the WHO’s current figure. I ad-
vise caution on this, as the esti-

mate of ‘between 14 million and 
23.5 million deaths’ is from The 
Economist; not really a good 
source for medical information, 
but they are pretty good at sta-
tistics. This is not enough to 
make their conclusion reliable, 

but it does make it possible. 

And the bizarre will-
ingness of both the 

right and the left to 
conspire togeth-
er to pretend the 
pandemic just 
ended with the 

second vaccine 
dose is letting a 

lot of right-wing, 
pro-market Govern-

ments get away with several 
years of irresponsible, half-heart-
ed and incompetent manage-
ment of the pandemic. And even 
more importantly, it lets them 
continue getting away with it. So 
many ‘dissidents’ saying, “Don’t 
bother with facemasks, don’t 
bother with distancing or wash-
ing hands! The Government’s 
right to end lockdown!”

Amazing, yes? Who would 
have thought that guys like 
Piers Corbyn would prove to be 
such fervent supporters of Boris 
Johnson’s policies?

By Martin Odoni»Hypothesis is that the real global death-toll 
is… ‘between 14 million and 23.5 million’

»A lot of right-
wing, pro-market 
Governments get 
away with... 
incompetent 
management of 
the pandemic.

Remember Covid?
THE ECONOMIST MAGAZINE SAYS IT MIGHT BE UP TO 23.5 MILLION

IT’S NOW KILLED AT LEAST 6 MILLION

IT IS TWO  
YEARS THIS  

WEEK... SINCE  
THE CORONAVIRUS 

WAS DECLARED  
A PANDEMIC
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All readers and potential 
readers are invited to 
nominate individuals, 

governments and parties 
for this award. It is 
not confined to UK 
candidates. 

The selecting com-
mittee may, however, 
decide that Donald Trump, 
for example, must be limited to 
only a single award. We do not 

wish to constrain competition.

Nomination must be accom-
panied by the relevant ex-

ample. Please, not over 
long. We have to think 
of column inches, espe-
cially in these belt tight-

ening times.

We envisage regular fea-
tures, culminating in an annual 
celebratory event.

SUGGESTIONS FOR

THE WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN THE 
WORD AND ON OUR WEBSITE ON 12TH JUNE

POSSIBLE WINNERS OF OUR AWARDS
BORIS 

JOHNSON 
BEST LIAR

BORIS 
JOHNSON 

WORST LIAR

KEIR STARMER
BIGGEST TRAITOR

VLADIMIR PUTIN 
MOST DAMAGE 
TO A COUNTRY 

BY ONE INDIVIDUAL 
(ODDS ON FAVOURITE)

LABOUR, TORY, LIKUD  
MOST CORRUPT 
POLITICAL PARTY

CATEGORIES
MOST CORRUPT POLITICIAN
WORST LIAR
BEST LIAR
STUPIDEST POLITICIAN
WORST POLITICAL DECISION
MOST DAMAGE TO A COUNTRY BY ONE INDIVIDUAL
BIGGEST TRAITOR
MOST LIKELY TO FIDDLE WITH YOUR KIDS
WORST LICKER OF BILLIONAIRES BOOTS
MOST CORRUPT POLITICAL PARTY
ALL WINNERS WILL BE PRESENTED WITH THE F – WORD TROPHY

THE BAD POLITICS AWARD
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The Mafia. What does that 
conjure up? Dangerous 
men in sharp, expensive 

suits, dodgy deals, extortion, 
racketeering and organised 
take-downs of opponents? 
Aside from the glamorous 
image that Hollywood has 
garnered for the Mafia though, 
can anyone actually see the 
similarities between gun-
toting Mafiosi these days, and 
the MPs that sit in government 
right here in the UK?

Let’s look at a typical scenar-
io. You want to start up a busi-

ness in a Mafia controlled area 
and make all the right plans to 
do so. You find premises to trade 
from, carry out all of the legal 
requirements to enable you to 
trade, and then set off on your 
way to success. One day though 
a sharp suited man walks in and 
demands an audience with you, 
going on to request that for you 
to continue trading, you must 
‘Give’ a proportion of your 
earnings to the people 
he works for, (the 
Mafia) otherwise 
your prem-
ises might 

‘accidentally’ burn down.   

Now let’s look at the same 
scenario, but with a business 
set up right here in the UK. Once 
again you find suitable premises 
to trade from, carry out the legal 
requirements to enable you to 
trade, and then set off on your 
way to success. One day though, 
a sharp suited man walks in and 

demands an audience with 
you, going on to request 

that for you to contin-
ue trading, you must 

‘Give’ a proportion 
of your earnings 

to the people he works for (the 
Government), otherwise your 
premises will be closed down 
and given to another who will 
pay.

What’s changed here?

The only difference is that 
in the second example, the gov-
ernment sees the value in a now 
unoccupied building that can be 
exploited through someone else 
hoping to start up a new busi-
ness that they can profit from, 
whereas in the first example, the 
building is likely gone.

Indeed, one might argue that 
the government example has 
been improved for maximum 
profit and potential, and that it’s 
now even worse than our Mafio-
si example. And we’ve not even 
touched on the dodgy deals, 
extortion, and organised take-
downs of opponents yet…

https://www.independent.
co.uk/news/uk/home-news/
roberto-sav iano-britain-cor-
r u p t - m a f i a - h a y - f e s t i -
val-a7054851.html

by Adrian Angel

THE TORY GOVERNMENT
DANGEROUS MEN IN SHARP, EXPENSIVE SUITS

Now, I’m not talking about the 
big-boobed airhead that recent-
ly tried to sell her own breast 
implants for a million cos she’s 
skint, I’m talking about the 
woman that became an icon for 
sticking her middle finger up 
to the establishment alongside 
the Sex Pistols, and who also 
appeared in such grand and 
cult flicks as The Great Rock n 
Roll Swindle and Jubilee. 

Jordan also briefly managed 
Adam and the Ants and was reg-
ularly seen on stage with the Pis-

tols, exuding attitude and that 
‘Devil May Care’ style she ulti-
mately became known for. 

Indeed, when the rulebooks 
were being ripped up and the 
establishment was going crazy 
because the upper crust thought 
it was going to be the end of 
their world, Jordan was seen 
everywhere, her iconic image a 
catalyst to many a young girl re-
belling against the accepted way, 
who copied the look and eager-
ly jumped on the bandwagon 
of anarchy and chaos with their 

middle fingers and hair held 
equally as high.

“I wanted to be a living work 
of art”, she once said. And by 
God that’s what she was… 

Approached often by tourists 
for a quick photo and an auto-
graph, and on occasion insulted 
on public transport for daring 
to go out looking like she did, 
Jordan would always be contro-
versial, which reminds me of the 
time me and a few mates were on 
a bus one evening heading into 

town to watch The Clash and 
The Damned play Castaways in 
Plymouth, and we got verbally 
abused by two lady pensioners 
because one of our number had 
the audacity to be wearing green 
hair.

Now here’s the punch-line, 
these pensioners were wearing 
blue and purple rinses! Oh the 
irony and, oh how we laughed. 

But I digress. Jordan, AKA 
Pamela Rooke. Cat lover, es-
tablishment hater and iconic 

legend of an era that can never 
really come again. Thank you 
for just being the influential and 
ground-breaking work of art that 
you were.

Rest In Peace you beauty, and 
give em hell up there...

by Adrian Angel

A LEGALISED MAFIA

FAREWELL TO THE QUEEN OF PUNK
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A British government 
whose own record of 
warmongering does 

not bear much scrutiny made 
two central points when 
the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine began two months 
ago. One was to say that the 
invasion had nothing to do 
with NATO expansion or the 
foreign policy espoused by 
the US and UK governments. 
The other was to argue that, 
while it would support arms 
and finance to Ukraine, and 
sanctions on Russia, there 
was no question of direct 
intervention in the war. This 
was a view echoed by NATO 
and its member states.

It all looks rather different 
now. Since then, western weap-
ons and military equipment have 
regularly flowed into Ukraine. 
The SAS is training Ukrainian 
troops inside the country, and 
Ukrainian generals have visited 
Salisbury Plain to see the weap-
ons they are to receive in action. 
The US government has now 
sent $3billion worth of weapons 
into Ukraine.

In addition, the war is clearly 
developing as a proxy war be-
tween Russia and NATO. Putin 
is becoming increasingly dis-
missive of peace talks, as is Boris 
Johnson who again ruled them 

out on his trip to India last week, 
claiming to talk peace with Putin 
was like dealing with ‘a crocodile 
when it’s got your leg in its jaws.’ 
The alternative for Johnson is 
to send ever more weapons to 
Ukraine. So as Russia’s war in 
Ukraine moves into its third 
month, talks of peace and de-es-
calation are being replaced with 
signs of greater preparation for 
war. The US is leading this move.

NATO leaders recognise that 
Russia has not done anywhere 
near as well as expected in the 
first phase of the war, losing 
troops, weaponry and failing to 
gain the rapid advances that it 
initially expected. In the latest 
phase concentrated in the Don-
bas region and in the south, sup-
ply of weapons and training of 
troops by NATO are seen as cru-
cial. The US wants to take advan-

tage of this to inflict defeats on 
Russia and weaken its military 
capability. The prospect makes 
any peace talks or negotiations 
much more distant and makes 
the threat of direct conflict be-
tween nuclear armed powers at 
least a step closer.

This was underlined by the 
supposedly secret trip to Kyiv 
by US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and the Defence Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin at the week-
end, which signalled another 
turning point in the Ukraine 
war. Whereas America’s goals in 
Ukraine were initially defined 
after the Russian invasion as 
wanting the troops to leave and 
protecting Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity, Austin made clear that 
these goals have changed. ‘We 
want to see Russia weakened to 
the degree that it can’t do the 
kinds of things that it has done 
in invading Ukraine,’ he said. 
This represents a step further to-
wards open ended war involving 
NATO and Russia and means that 
an end to the war in Ukraine will 
not end the conflict between the 
two. Militarism and increases in 
arms spending across Europe 
will be coupled with the contin-
ued maintenance of sanctions 
on Russia.

The meeting of defence min-
isters from 40 countries along 

with NATO secretary general 
Jens Stoltenberg is being hosted 
by the US at its Ramstein airbase 
in southwest Germany. Already 
Germany is committing to send-
ing anti-aircraft tanks to Ukraine, 
and there is political pressure on 
its Chancellor, Olaf S chulz, to go 
much further in providing arms. 
This is part of a stream of weap-
ons going into Ukraine from 
NATO countries, alongside the 
training of Ukrainian troops to 
use those weapons.

The significance of the meet-
ing is clear: Ramstein is one of 
the US’s most important bases 
in Europe and formerly home to 
US nuclear weapons in Germany. 
The message that the US is ready 
for conflict and that it is lining 
up its allies behind it could not 
be clearer. Its conclusions will 
point in only one direction – 
to more weapons for Ukraine 
and for pressure on any NATO 
member state which shows any 
reluctance to provide them, as 
the German government is now 
feeling.

The US government – backed 
very strongly by Boris Johnson 
here in Britain – wants the war 
to continue because it believes 
that this will further weaken 
Russia, strengthen NATO and 
decree that its member states, 
especially in Europe, spend far 

more on ‘defence’ and the mil-
itary than they had previously 
allowed. Britain is desperate for 
more involvement. Attack by 
Ukraine on targets in Russia ap-
pears to have used British made 
missiles. According to defence 
minister James Heappey ‘it was 
“not necessarily a problem” if 
British-donated weapons were 
used to hit sites on Russian soil 
after accepting that the weap-
ons allies were supplying to 
Ukraine had the range to be used 
over borders.’ However, if NATO 
supplied weapons are targeting 
Russia this could very rapidly 
become a problem in the form 
of war between nuclear powers. 
Already Russia is talking up its 
nuclear capabilities.

Those who urge the supply 
of weapons to end the war may 
do with the best intentions, but 
the effect is likely to be the op-
posite. It will prolong the war 
not shorten it and it contains all 
the dangers of further military 
and geographical escalation. 
Russia is the clear aggressor and 
should withdraw its troops. The 
war is between two sovereign if 
unequal states. It is fast becom-
ing a direct war between NATO 
and Russia. This is becoming 
clearer by the day, and it creates 
the most dangerous situation in-
ternationally since the Second 
World War.

The people of Ukraine are al-
ready the victims of this war and 
have suffered on a mass scale. 
Over 15,000 Russian soldiers 
have been killed. The unfolding 
prospects are horrific – of a war 
which rages on for a long time 
within the borders of Ukraine, as 
we have seen with Afghanistan, 
or one which begins to involve 
much wider forces and possible 
future nuclear conflict. The call 
to stop the war has never been 
more necessary.

War over 
UKRAINE

CURTAIN DROPS TO REVEAL US-NATO BEHIND CONFLICT
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Fun Boy Three were a 
New Wave/Pop band 
that grew out of The 

Specials, also known as The 
Special AKA, an English 2 
Tone/Ska band formed in 1977 
in Coventry. 

Consisting of Terry Hall and 
Neville Staple on vocals, and 
Lynval Golding on guitar, FBT 
carved themselves a 
sizeable niche in 
the early 80s 
with notable 
hits such as 
‘Our Lips 
are Sealed’, 
‘The Tunnel 
of Love’, ‘It 
Ain’t What 
You Do It’s 
the Way That 
You Do It’ 
(with Bananara-
ma), and perhaps 
their most quintes-
sentially anti-government 
song, ‘The Lunatics Have Taken 

Over the Asylum’  

About the song…

‘The Lunatics Have Taken 
Over the Asylum’ is 

predictably a song 
about the wrong 

people being 
in power at a 

time when 
they most 
a s s u r e d l y 
should not 
be, which 

although ini-
tially aimed at 

the Conserva-
tism of Margaret 

Thatcher and Ron-
ald Reagan in 1981, is 

about as apt now under the 
current Conservative govern-

ment as it can possibly get. In-
deed, the song was resurrected 
in 2019 as a protest against the 
May/Trump administrations, 
with Hall himself stating “Noth-
ing’s changed! When we wrote 
it we had Reagan and Thatcher 
and we thought things couldn’t 
get worse. Now we’ve got Trump 
and May!”

Today though we have yet 
another war raging that is threat-
ening to ‘Go Nuclear’ whilst 
Johnson and his deleterious 
band of warmongering thugs 
continue to poke the Russian 
bear with a pointy stick so, what 
would Terry Hall be saying today 
I wonder?

It’s got even worse, and you 
all surely know it…

But anyway, you can find 
the song on YouTube if you 
wish to give it a worthwhile re-

visit. Or perhaps it’s right there 
on your hard drive already. 
ht t p s : / / w w w.y o u t u b e .c o m /
watch?v=sWLdZFCMx8Y

»Take away my right to choose, take away 
my point of view, take away my dignity, 
take these things away from me, take away 
my family, take away the right to speak

THE LUNATICS HAVE TAKEN 
OVER THE ASYLUM –  
FUN BOY THREE
I see a clinic full of cynics 
Who want to twist the peoples’ wrist 
They’re watching every move we make 
We’re all included on the list 

The lunatics have taken over the asylum 
The lunatics have taken over the asylum 

No nuclear the cowboy told us 
And who am I to disagree 
‘Cause when the madman flips the switch 
The nuclear will go for me 

The lunatics have taken over the asylum 
The lunatics have taken over the asylum 

I’ve seen the faces of starvation 
But I just cannot see the points 
‘Cause there’s so much food here today 
That no one wants to take away 

The lunatics have taken over the asylum 
The lunatics have taken over the asylum 
The lunatics have taken over the asylum, take 
away my right to choose 
The lunatics have taken over the asylum, take 
away my point of view 
The lunatics have taken over the asylum 
The lunatics have taken over the asylum, take 
away my dignity 
Take these things away from me 
The lunatics have taken over the asylum 
The lunatics have taken over the asylum, take 
away my family
Take away the right to speak 
The lunatics have taken over the asylum take 
away my point of view 
Take away my right to choose

by Adrian AngelLEFT LEANINGS

FUN BOY THREE THE LUNATICS HAVE TAKEN OVER THE ASYLUM
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Last Christmas crude 
oil was selling for just 
over 60p per litre, with 

the refined product, petrol, 
hovering around 80p a litre. 

Less than three months later, 
the price of crude had doubled 
to over £1.30 per litre and petrol 
was selling for around £1.55 a 
litre, and heading for £1.70 a 
litre.

Western Governments are 
once again making sure that the 
poorest and most powerless will 
pay for their overseas policies.

In this case, the decision by 
the USA and the UK in recent 
days to impose sanctions on 
Russian oil and gas exports 
has inevitably caused a minor 
‘Oil Shock’ as countries rapidly 
hoard supplies before they 
become scarce - and in 
the process make them 
become scarce more 
quickly. 

Europe usually 
imports around 
a quarter of its oil 
from Russia, as well 
as about half its gas. 
Blocking such imports is 
bound to lead to shortages - and 
the unmeetable demand will 
therefore cause prices to rise.

Do understand, I am 
certainly not against the idea 
of people using less petrol. 

On the contrary, I think 
large-scale reductions 

in consumption 
are absolutely 
necessary, not 
just for the sake 
of cleaner air, 

but also to win 
the battle against 

Climate Change. But 
unfortunately, the way 

Western society is set up right 
now, cuts in petrol consumption 
can be very difficult for poor 
people to achieve.

Everybody needs petrol, 
even people who use public 

transport and whose fares pay 
for the fuel the buses, trains and 
trams need. Sure enough, bus 
fares went up in various parts of 
the country at the start of March. 

No matter how poor you are, 
you will need use of petrol quite 
routinely in the modern world, 
while alternatives tend to be 
very expensive to get access to. 
So it is everyone, not just the 
rich or the powerful, who end up 
funding the policies of the rich 
and powerful.

by Martin Odoni

WE PAY FOR 
THE US WAR 
TO BRING 
DOWN PUTIN

PETROL PRICES RISE BY A QUARTER IN JUST A FEW DAYS

CRUDE OIL  
WAS SELLING
AT JUST OVER

60P A LITRE AT 
CHRISTMAS

»Cuts in petrol comsumption can be very 
difficult for poor people to achieve

»Sanctions on 
Russian oil and 
gas exports... 
inevitably 
caused a minor 
‘Oil Shock’
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Russia has confirmed 
it will pull out of the 
International Space 

Station (ISS), perhaps as 
soon as two years from now, 
because of the sanctions 
imposed on it after its invasion 
of Ukraine, according to news 
reports.

“The decision has already 
been made, we are not obliged 
to talk about it publicly,” Dmit-
ry Rogozin, the director-general 
of the federal Roscosmos space 
agency, told the state-owned 
Rossiya-24 TV channel on Sat-
urday (April 30), according to 
the independent Russian news 
agency TASS.

Rogozin didn’t say when 
Russia’s involvement in the ISS 
project will come to an end, al-
though he affirmed it would give 
at least a year’s notice “in accord-
ance with our obligations.”

MARS MISSION ON HOLD
The European Space Agency 

(ESA) has unanimously voted 
to suspend a joint Mars mission 
with Russia. The mission was 
slated to blast off for the Red Plan-
et later this year, but that launch 
is now on hold indefinitely.

THE UNIVERSE COULD  
SOON STOP EXPANDING

After nearly 13.8 billion years 
of nonstop expansion, the uni-
verse could soon grind to a stand-
still, then slowly start to contract, 
new research published in the 
journal Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences sug-
gests.

In the new paper, three scien-
tists attempt to model the nature 
of dark energy — a mysterious 
force that seems to be causing 
the universe to expand ever 
faster — based on past observa-
tions of cosmic expansion. In the 
team’s model, dark energy is not 
a constant force of nature, but an 
entity called quintessence, which 
can decay over time.

The researchers found that, 
even though the expansion of the 
universe has been accelerating 
for billions of years, the repellent 
force of dark energy may be weak-
ening. According to their model, 
the acceleration of the universe 
could rapidly end within the next 
65 million years — then, within 
100 million years, the universe 
could stop expanding altogether, 
and instead it could enter an era 
of slow contraction that ends bil-
lions of years from now with the 
death — or perhaps the rebirth — 
of time and space.

WHERE DOES IT END?
As you move up in the atmosphere, the pressure, or the weight of the 
atmosphere above you, weakens rapidly. Even though commercial planes 
have pressurized cabins, rapid changes in altitude can affect the slim 
eustachian tubes connecting the ear with the nose and throat. 
Eventually, the air becomes too thin for conventional aircraft to fly at all, 
with such craft not able to generate enough lift. This is the area scientists 
have decreed marks our atmosphere’s end, and space’s beginning.
It’s known as the Kármán line, named after Theodore von Kármán, a 
Hungarian American physicist who, in 1957, became the first person to 
attempt to define the boundary between Earth and outer space, 
according to Earth/Sky.
“It is typically defined as 100 kilometers [62 miles] above Earth,” Igel 
added. “It is possible for something to orbit the Earth at altitudes below 
the Kármán line, but it would require extremely high orbital velocity, 
which would be hard to maintain due to friction. But nothing forbids it.  
“Therein lies the sense one should have for the Kármán line: It is an 
imaginary but practical threshold between air travel and space travel,” he 
said. 
Various factors, such as the satellite’s size and shape, play a part in 
determining how much air resistance it will experience and, consequently, 
its ability to orbit Earth successfully, according to Bossert. Typically, 
satellites that are in low Earth orbit — a classification that tends to be 
given to satellites at an altitude of less than 621 miles (1,000 km) but 
sometimes as low as 99 miles (160 km) above Earth, according to the 
European Space Agency — will fall out of orbit after a few years, Bossert 
said, due to “drag from the Earth’s upper atmosphere gradually slowing 
down orbital speed.”

SCIENCE PAGE
WAR DRIVES RUSSIA TO LEAVE THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION
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Mad  
Madge  

Talks  
Across  

Oceans  
Of Time

MAGGIE THATCHER, MORE 
AGONY AUNT ANSWERS 
FROM THE OTHER SIDE

Maggie
I told you so.

Yours G. Orwell.
MAGGIE SAYS: Listen mate, 

no one likes a know-it-all. Okay 
you wrote a couple of books in 
the 1940s that have seemingly 
influenced Tory policies these 
days. But I must insist that I 
did the groundwork actually 
in the 1980s, it was known as 
‘Thatcherism’ then. I note your 
real name is Eric Blair, ironic as 
‘Blairism’ was step 2 of the march 
to the modern Conservative 
Dystopian nightmare.

Dear Maggie,  I  really want to 
break into show business in the 

UK. How do I go about that?
V Zelensky from Kiev or 

even Kyiv
MAGGIE SAYS: Well 

young Vlod, make the most 
of any press coverage you 
are currently getting. Raise 
your profile, chuck in a 
couple of jokes, maybe a few 
impersonations. If you end up 
abroad and unemployed maybe 
consider doing some reality 
TV. Nadine Dorries did “ I’m a 
Celebrity” ate Ostrich Anus and 
her career rocketed and she’s as 

thick as pigshit and as useful as 
a chocolate teapot.

Dear Mrs Thatcher, being 
able to call for people to be killed 
is so refreshing. Can you help us 
organise the hate please?

Yours FB
MAGGIE SAYS: Meta my 

old friends. Here’s a little clue; 
Don’t punch up, punch down. 
Pick on the little guy, especially 
those ‘Citizen Journalists’ who 
use social media to share what 
they call the truth. Capitalism 
can well do without their sort 
stirring up trouble. They will be 
starting Unions next.

Dear Mags, they have taken  
my ball away and won”t let me 
play with the big kids. Should 
I get my mate Vlad to have a 
word with them?

Roman from... Well, not 
Rome.

MAGGIE  SAYS: I imagine you 
are on your yacht somewhere 
counting the billions you had 3 
weeks notice to get out of the UK, 
whilst everyone was distracted 
by Chelski FC. You even tried 
the ‘Charitable Trustee’ trick 
and the old offshore loopholes, 
so I think you are more than 
capable of disappearing. Just 
don’t fall off the back of your 
boat like Maxwell did when he 
‘done a bunk’!

Bojo’s Daily Diary
Well....wubwub....err.... So, well I’m pleased to say all that press 
nonsense about parties has died down since ‘Mad Vlad’ started WWIII. 
I’ve barely had to appear in front of the cameras in weeks, even the 
Rozzers can barely be bothered.. Marvellous distraction......Super...... 
Although as Edwin Starr used to sing;
“War, huerghh, yeah
What is it good for?
Absolutely nothing, uhhuhgh
War, huh, yeah
What is it good for?
Absolutely nothing
Say it again, y’all
War, huh (good God Yaw)
What is it good for?
Absolutely nothing, listen to me, ohhhhhhhhh”
I think we can all take something from that, including Lizzy Truss who is 
doing a grand job antagonising the largest Nuclear tooled up power in 
the world. I must say that in my time as Foreign Minister I just nobbed off 
the Iranians into locking up an innocent woman for six years. Just 
because I winged a press conference without checking my briefing notes. 
Cost you all £400,000,000. ‘Chickenfeed’ according to Mrs Sunak, who 
would know!

The World View Of DAISY MAIL
In the interest of balance, a mainstream view....
Hello again readers, it’s Daisy here with another 
well judged, MSM informed, slice of good old 
British common sense in your Far Left Snowflake 
Rag.
I see that all those ‘Russian Oligarchs’ are 
rightfully being hounded out of our Great British 
business world. Quite right too we don’t want 
their sort over here, leaves the way clear for 
them nice American Oligarchs such as Jeff Bezos, 
Elon Musk and Mark Zuckerberg or those nice 
Saudi Princes to move in and not pay tax instead. Of course if the Queen 
has knighted some Legitimate Russian Businessmen, then it’s right they 
should stay. I mean we need them in the House of Lords, to vote through 
Tory Laws in case the ‘Woke Brigade’ get all hissy going on about human 
rights like the traitorous pacifist conchy scum they are.
Talking of Political Correctness gone mad, why have we been told to spell 
it as Kyiv instead of Kiev, just because Kyiv is Ukrainian not the Russian 
spelling. It was the same when we had an Empire, we were always 
misspelling names Bombay instead of Mumbai, Calcutta instead of 
Kolkata, Peking instead of Beijing, Fuzzy-wuzzy instead of Indigenous 
Population. Where will this madness end, there’s a War on, let’s call a 
spade a spade and sod the foreigners and their funny ways.
Have you seen you can get £350 a month for keeping a Ukrainian, 
blonde, blue eyed refugee in your shed? Nothing for a brown skinned 
Muslamic from Syria, Afghanistan, Yemen or Palestine, but that’s the free 
market for ya! Also rebates on ‘Bedroom Tax’! Meanwhile the Oligarchs 
Mansions are effectively State owned assets sitting empty. Neo Liberalism 
really works for the common sorts! 
And as all the other news is boring at the moment I see Mail on Sunday 
exposed that Angela Rayner for flashing her undercarriage at poor old 
Boris. I mean to say, he’s got 8 or 9 kids by half a dozen mothers, I doubt 
she’s even his type. And most of the Tory backbenchers don’t even get a 
clear view, they have to resort to Porn on their Mobiles in order to be 
morally outraged....
Priorities Sheeple!
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WHO’S A CLEVER GIRL
Pepper, a border collie took 

the bus home by herself after 
getting separated from her own-
ers in the Park.

The pet was with Charlotte 
Jones, 25, and Saffron Caps, 23, 
in Fairlands Valley Park in Ste-
venage when she disappeared 
chasing some geese. After walk-
ing two miles alone to a bus 
stop, boarding when it arrived, 
staying on for 15 minutes until 
she arrived at her stop. Saffron 
told The Sun: “A lady on the bus 
recognised her and was able to 
get a picture of her. She phoned 
me and said, ‘Your dog is on the 
number seven bus.’ She told the 
driver the dog was going to stay 
on the bus until she met her 
owners. Pepper got up near our 

stop. The doors opened and she 
jumped off. It’s just amazing.”

Charlotte said: “We were so 
proud of Pepper. It was like some-
thing out of Lassie — she not 
only got herself to the bus 
station but managed to 
walk around it looking 
for our normal stop, 
which is right at the 
back. When the bus 
came, she jumped on 
board and went to the 
buggy bay.

TELLING PORKIES
Scientists figure out pig lan-

guage using a computer algo-
rithm to translate grunts.

Experts have studied record-
ings of more than 7,000 grunts 
to work out their meaning and 

are able to match each sound to 
emotions such as being happy, 
excited, scared or stressed. It is 
hoped that the method can be 

developed into an app to 
help farmers to recog-

nise how their pigs 
are feeling. The sci-
entists recorded the 
pigs’ sounds in vari-
ous situations, such 

as being reunited 
with family, fights be-

tween young and play-
ing with toys.

Dr. Elodie Briefer, an associ-
ate professor at the University 
of Copenhagen, said: “There 
are clear differences in pig calls 
when we look at positive and 
negative situations. “By training 
an algorithm to recognise these 

sounds, we can clas-
sify 92 per cent of the 
calls to the correct 
emotion.”

BOOZY WOOZIE 
HEAD

Researchers from 
the University of 
Pennsylvania and the 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison discovered - after 
looking at 36,000 individual 
MRI scans - that one alcoholic 
drink in a day is associated with 
brain shrinkage, but don’t know 
why this happens. This discov-
ery directly contradicts the com-
mon idea that alcohol in moder-
ation is fine, and that it can only 
be harmful in excess.

They found that the transi-

tion between zero drinks and one 
drink did not show a large reduc-
tion in grey/white brain matter 
- which is associated with aging 
- going from one drink to two or 
three drinks showed a significant 
impact. One researcher said “It 
gets worse the more you drink. 
Cutting back on that final drink of 
the night might have a big effect 
in terms of brain ageing.

AQUARIUS January 20 - 
February 18

You may believe you can 
tell when people are trying to 
cheat you but the planets warn 
you could be too confident for 
your own good. You’re not the 
only one with a sharp mind and 
a quick tongue, so be on your 
guard when gambling, drinking 
heavily and scrapping.

PISCES February 
19 - March 20

As Mercury 
moves into your 
sign today the 
way you per-
ceive the world 
will change in 
subtle yet impor-
tant ways and you 
will begin to under-
stand things that before 
made very little sense. Lucky 
anti-coagulant Warfarin. 

ARIES March 21 - April 19
What a friend or work col-

league tells you today may 

sound convincing but you are 
strongly advised to do your 
own research. It’s highly unlike-
ly they are lying to you but it’s 
more than possible that some-
one has given them false infor-
mation based on tenuous astro-
logical bullshite.

TAURUS April 20 - May 20
You won’t lack for ideas to-

day but you need to divide 
them into two groups, 

one marked ‘practi-
cal’ and the other 

marked ‘imprac-
tical’. It’s your 
choice entirely 
which ideas you 

go with. Avoid 
the A303 near 

Stonehenge, it’s a 
shitshow!

GEMINI May 21 - 
June 20

Mercury, your ruling planet, 
moves into the career area of 
your chart today, which means 
your mind will be crystal clear 

when it comes to setting long-
term goals. You will also know 
the right things to say when 
dealing with Tossers. Lucky Car 
Austin Allegro.

CANCER June 21 - July 22
Cosmic activity in the most 

adventurous area of your chart 
means that any doubts you have 
about what you should be do-
ing with your life will soon be 
swept away. Some of your ideas 
are touched by genius, some are 
a lot of pish, you decide. Avoid 
Eastern Europe.

LEO July 23 - August 22
There will be times today 

when you look at what you are 
working on and wonder if it’s 
really worth the effort. Every-
one goes through a down phase 
once in a while, so don’t despair. 
Pull yourself together you wuss. 
Lucky painkiller Co-Codomol!

VIRGO August 23 - Septem-
ber 22

Because mind planet Mer-
cury moves into your opposite 

sign today you will find it easy 
enough to understand what mo-
tivates people you deal with on 
a one-to-one basis. Use that in-
sight to get past misunderstand-
ings and put relationships on 
a firmer footing. Maybe invade 
and annex a neighbour-
ing country. Lucky 
Pot Noodle Bombay 
Badboy.

LIBRA Sep-
tember 23 - Oc-
tober 22

Try to work 
more with your 
head than your 
hands today. Your 
flare for solving prob-
lems on the work front could 
bring you to the attention of in-
fluential people and may even 
earn you a promotion. Don’t hog 
the limelight. Avoid daylight.

SCORPIO October 23 - No-
vember 21

Your attitude towards life in 
general will improve dramatical-

ly over the next few days. With 
both the Sun and Mercury mov-
ing through the most dynamic 
area of your chart you can’t help 
but believe that all things are 
possible. Maybe hide in a fridge 
until the voices stop.

SAGITTARIUS November 
22 - December 21

Your way with words means 
you will get your way in most 

situations over the next 
week, especially on 

the home front 
where loved ones 
will happily agree 
with anything 
you say. Wheth-
er what you say 

benefits them re-
mains to be seen. 

Avoid Lemon Pledge.
CAPRICORN De-

cember 22 - January 19
The more good fortune you 

enjoy – and you will enjoy plen-
ty over the next few days – the 
more you must share your gains 
with other people. Use your po-
sition, and your wealth, to help 
friends and loved ones part with 
their cash, losers!

BIZARRE NEWS

Mystic Mandy Horoscopes 

WEIRD  
STUFF FROM  

THE INTERNET  
THAT YOU  

DIDN’T NEED  
TO KNOW

PETER  
MANDELSON’S ASTROLOGICAL SPIN DOCTORING AT ITS FINEST. YOUR STARS 
APPARENTLY  
EXPLAINED
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European Union: The EU hatched 
a plan to outlaw thousands of toxic 
chemicals which is being billed as the 
‘great detox’. It would outlaw 
thousands of potentially harmful 
chemicals that are found in food 
packaging, cosmetics, toys, building 
materials and more.   

 
 If implemented, it will be the 

largest ever regulatory removal of 
chemicals anywhere in the world. It 
would also represent a major victory 
for campaigners, who have fought for 
decades to have the chemicals 
outlawed.  

 
“This ‘great detox’ promises to 

improve the safety of almost all 
manufactured products and rapidly 
lower the 

chemical intensity of our schools, 
homes and workplaces,” said Tatiana 
Santos of the European Environmental 
Bureau. “It is high time for the EU to 
turn words into real and urgent action.” 

 
Japan: The world’s third largest 

economy had fewer emissions in the 
last financial year than at any point 
since records began. 

 
 The 5.1 per cent contraction is the 

seventh consecutive year that the 
country’s emis-sions have fallen. The 
increase of renewables and a 
pandemic-induced pause in heavy 
industry were attributed with the 
decline.  

 
 The figures are positive news, but 

J a p a n 

needs to ramp things up to meet its 
emissions targets. Last year, Tokyo 
pledged to almost halve emissions by 
2030, compared to 2013 levels. 
However the latest figures represent an 
overall fall of 18 per cent. 

 
London: London’s Metropolitan 

police claimed this week to be 
succeeding in its aim of reducing gun 
crime.  

 
 According to figures released by 

the force on Monday, there have been 
no fatal shoot-ings in the capital for six 
months. The number of recorded non-
fatal shootings also fell; from 283 in the 
financial year 2019/20, to 196 in 
2021/22. 

 
 The Met added that convictions 

for shootings had gone in the other 
direction over the same period: 

f r o m 20 per cent to 38 
per cent. The force 

said the figures were 
proof that its tactics to 

disrupt the gun trade are 
working. 

 
Mozambique: More than 40 years 

after they were wiped out in the 
country, rhinos are to be reintroduced 
to Mozambique. 

 Around 40 rhinos (black and 
white) are to be relocated from South 
Africa to Zinave national park, almost 
destroyed during the country’s long 
civil war. The park is once again home 
to cheetahs, lions, elephants and 
buffalo. 

 
 “The rewilding of Zinave has been 

an extraordinary success story,” said 
Werner My-burgh, CEO of the Peace 
Parks Foundation, which works to 
restore depleted national parks. 

 
Courtesy of 'Positive News. See 

more at  

https://tinyurl.com/36afwcff 
 
Colombia: The country is the 

latest to join what is termed the 'green 
wave of Latin American to decrimialise 
abortion on all grounds up to 24 weeks 
of pregnancy. 

 
 Previously access to safe and 

legal abortions had been very 
unequal with poor rural women 
more likely to face criminal 
penalties. They also faced more 
complications needing medical care 
than their wealthier urban 
counterparts. 
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Quote of the week



A ceasefire between the 

warring parties, a Russian 

withdrawal, a halt to arms 

shipments, a negotiated peace and 

an end to NATO. This is what the 

international left should be 

organizing around in regards to 

the Russia-Ukraine war. It 

shouldn’t be calling for stepped up 

arms shipments to Ukraine’s 

military or defending Moscow’s 

invasion. When all is said and done 

and this war is stopped, the most 

likely situation for the vast 

majority of Ukrainian working 

people will be one where their 

greatest enemy could well be the 

Ukrainian government. Likewise, 

if the war goes on long enough, the 

greatest enemy of the vast 

majority of Russian working 

people could well be their 

government. The oligarchs in both 

nations will still be oligarchs, 

while the Russian and Ukrainian 

people will bear the costs—human, 

financial, and otherwise—for the 

war. 

 
It’s becoming clearer to more and 

more people that this war is truly a 
proxy war and that Ukrainians are 
being sacrificed by Washington and 
its clients (including the government 
in Kyiv) while Russians are being 
sacrificed by their government. 
Neither position—Ukrainian or 
Russian—is one to be envied. As an 
acquaintance and Vietnam Veteran 
Against the War member pointed out 
on Facebook, this is the perfect war 
for the US-dominated military-
industrial complex. There are no 
body bags coming home, no anti-war 
demonstrations, and virtually no 
pressure to negotiate. Indeed, a 
substantial part of what usually 
constitutes the US antiwar 
movement is actually cheering on the 
Ukrainian military in this conflict. In 
short, this is a dream situation and 
Washington and its minions will fight 
to the last Ukrainian to keep the war 
industry’s profits rolling in. 

The fears that the war will 
continue to escalate are genuine. 
Once again, the rulers of the 
capitalist world prove that the only 
thing they can really do effectively is 
make war. By effectively, I mean 
these rulers are masters at wreaking 
havoc, destruction and death. 
Furthermore, they are once again 
proving they can convince the bulk 
of their populations that this is not 
only a good thing, but also moral and 
honourable. In this narrative, it is 
those of us who refuse to accept 
their wars and their rationales for 
those wars who are accused of being 
wrong. Since my first piece 
published after the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine, emails have arrived in 
my mailbox stating that my antiwar 
stance is criminal. My response is 
simple—it is not criminal to oppose 
the crime of war. This isn’t the first 
war where such accusations have 
been hurled at those opposed to 
wars. I consider myself fortunate 
that this isn’t World War One or Two. 
Many US opponents of those wars 
were locked up. 

 
Of course, given the censorship of 

antiwar views by public and private 
entities across the west and in Russia, 
who’s to say that won’t occur in the 

future? Indeed, the US Department of 
Homeland Security (an Orwellian 
presence already) recently 
announced that it was creating a new 
division called the Disinformation 
Governance Board. The head of this 
board will be Nina Jankowicz, who 
(and I quote the DHS press release) 
“advised the Ukrainian government 
on strategic communications.”  

 
(https://www.hstoday.us/federal-

p a g e s /d h s /d h s - s t a n d i n g - u p -
disinformation-governance-board-
led-by-information-warfare-expert/) 
In other words, she advised them on 
how to write and spread propaganda. 
She is now taking her scriptwriting to 
the US public. One assumes she will 
be working with various 
manipulators of public opinion in the 
broadcast, print and social media 
fields. One can be certain that she will 
maintain and intensify the stories 
about Kyiv, Moscow, Washington and 
NATO already saturating the US and 
much of Europe. In recent days, I 
have been accused (along with what 
one so-called socialist writer 
dismisses as the “peace and justice” 
crowd) of supporting war because I 
am against the escalation of the 
conflict between Russia and Ukraine 
and think the Left should be 

organizing a non-aligned 
international antiwar movement, not 
joining the cheerleading squad for 
NATO and its arms shipments. 

 
My response to the charge is 

simple. To claim that escalating the 
war will prevent a longer war is just 
nonsense. It can already be argued 
that the escalation has already 
extended it. Very few actual wars end 
when a war escalates. In fact, 
escalation usually extends the 
conflict and the horror that involves. 
It seems to me that the people who 
really care about the people under 
fire are those calling for a ceasefire 
and negotiations, not those cheering 
the arms shipments. By rejecting the 
call that begins this piece, one is 
rejecting the only internationalist 
response to this conflict. In rejecting 
this response, they are accepting a 
binary choice that means more war, 
no matter which side one chooses. 
That choice is one defined by the 
militaries doing the fighting and the 
rulers pulling their strings. Making 
that choice is not making a choice for 
peace or even the consideration of 
peace. Plain and simple, it is choosing 
more war. 

 
Ron Jacobs 
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 We Need an  
 International  
 Antiwar Movement,  
 Not a Cheerleading  
 Squad for the  
 Arms Industry 
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A Sri Lankan 

woman,  Wishma 

Sandamali, died in 

detention in Nagoya on 6th March 

2021.  She was only 33 years old.   

 

She had been detained for more 
than half a year for overstaying her 
visa.  She had come to Japan to teach 
English to children.  Unfortunately, 
she had been abused by her partner, 
including receiving a death threat 
from him, who by the time of her 
detention had already returned to Sri 
Lanka without her.  She had nowhere 
else to go when she turned herself in 

at a police box and was promptly 
sent to the Nagoya Immigration 

B u r e a u .  
Returning to 

Sri Lanka 
must have 

appeared 
a life-

threatening 
prospect to her.  

She was a victim of 
domestic abuse, 

not merely an 
o v e r s t a y e r.  
There was 

c l e a r l y 
s u ffi c i e n t 

justification for 
her to be granted 

leave to remain on 
c o m p a s s i o n a t e 

grounds. 

She had sought support through 
a private charitable organisation, 
START, and they had strongly 
demanded that the authority grant 
her provisional release and/or 
appropriate medical care, for which 
she had also applied.  However, those 
pleas remained ignored by the 
inhumane bureaucracy.  

 
How did she die in detention?  

Her COD is still unknown and the 
immigration authority that should be 
held to account only issued a 
redacted report after perfunctory 
internal investigation, also refusing 
the detainee’s family and supporters 
access to their CCTV records.  The 
document is literally painted black 
for cover-up.  Sandamali’s misfortune 
and the subsequent events have 
been extensively reported in 
Japanese MSM and have evoked 
public outcry.  The supporters 
protested and demonstrated, both 
on the streets and in front of the 
Nagoya Immigration Bureau.  

 
Eventually they were  forced to 

screen a shortened CCTV video 
edition, restricted to her two sisters, 
who had come to Japan to seek for 
justice for their late sister.  However, 
none of their supporters, including 
legal experts, was  allowed to sit in.  
One of the two siblings was so 
traumatised by the footage of the 
fatally inhumane circumstances of 

her sister’s detention that she had to 
return to Sri Lanka.  In the video, 
none of the officers treated her with 
respect and care.  Instead they even 
mocked her pleas and plight.  She 
was force-fed by shoving food in her 
mouth after she had vomited.  Her 
sisters had to watch all those 
atrocities inflicted by the authority 
of a country they had hitherto 
believed enlightened, humane and 
safe.  They also had to listen to her 
pleading with the immigration 
officials.  Inhumane atrocity could 
be an understatement.  

 
Finally, the 6-hour long edition of 

the video was issued to both her 
bereaved family and the Japanese 
Diet in December last year.  MPs who 
saw the recording unanimously 
condemned the immigration 
authority and demanded immediate 
reform.  Nothing has been done yet.  

 
Sandamali’s bereaved family 

have continued to fight for justice, 
but still in vain.  Their sister’s death 
aroused massive protest against an 
immigration reform bill, which it was 
feared would profoundly jeopardise 
the welfare of refugees in Japan.  The 
bill was scrapped without a second 
introduction.  Sandamali’s plight, 
therefore, may well have saved lots of 
refugees in Japan, but Japan has  as 
yet done nothing for her and her 
family.

WOMEN IN JAPAN
a series by Yukiko Watanabe

WORLD VIEW

Japan  has  as yet  done nothing  for her and  her family



21Early May 2022POLITICS AND EVENTSthewordmedia.org WORD
THE

Growing vegetables can 

literally grow goodness. 

Goodness in so many 

ways. 

 
Apart from known nutritional 

and wellbeing benefits, it gives us a 
great opportunity to connect with 
the seasons and nature. It’s also a 
great way to share when we have 
enough for ourselves. 

 
Last year I did my first growing 

in the garden we created and 
although small fry we all loved it 
and are all looking forward to this 
season and have been collecting 
seeds like billy-o. 

 
Now, we want to share some 

seeds with YOU. 
 
We’d love you to join us in our 

year of ‘Growing Goodness’, from 
individuals with a single plant pot to 
community groups with oodles of 
space and we want you to tell us 
about the goodness you grow. 

 
We’ll keep you posted with 

occasional articles as the season 
progresses and hope you’ll do the 
same. It would be fantastic to share 
your pictures and stories with the 
rest of our readers. 

 
From packet to plate, we’d love 

to follow your progress and read 
how you spread your goodness. 
Maybe just add some much needed 
freshness and nutrition to your 
plate, teach a child where food 
comes from or growing vegetables 

to share with others or foodbanks. 
 
Let us know what goodness you 

grow. 
To get some free seeds, just 

contact us by email, phone or post 
at ‘The Word’, telling us how you’ll 
be growing – for example, in a 
window box allotment or garden 
and who with - as an individual, 
family or community group and 
we’ll try to send you a suitable pack 
of seeds.

Growing 
Goodness
Get growing with our vegetable seed giveaway.



Last lines  
of films  

Can you name the film?

Film Quiz 2
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• 'You finally really did it. You maniacs! You blew it 

up! God damn you! God damn you all to hell!' 

• 'I hope I can make it across the border. I hope to see 

my friend and shake his hand. I hope the Pacific is as 

blue as it has been in my dreams. I hope..' 

• 'There have been tyrants and murderers and for a 

time they can seem invincible, but in the end they 

always fall. Think of it. Always.' 

• 'How about 748 divided by 238? I got it! What's the 

answer?' 

• 'A man's got to know his limitations.' 

• 'Good. For a moment there, I thoughtwe were in 

trouble.' 

• 'I do wish we could chat longer, but... I'm having an 

old friend for dinner. Bye' 

• 'And oh, Auntie Em, there's no place like home.' 

'• Well, nobody's perfect.' 

• 'Go ahead! I take your f***ing bullets! You think you 

kill me with bullets? I take your f***ing bullets! Go 

ahead.'

• What real person has been played most often in films? 

• In the Bourne films starring Matt Damon what is Bourne's first 

name? 

• What is Admiral Sir Miles Messervy usually known as? 

• In what film was the actor that played Coronation Street's Alf 

Roberts thrown off a multi-storey car park? 

• Which American A-lister has appeared in the BBC's popular long 

running British soap opera Doctors? 

• In which film did the Tom Cruise play Cole Trickle? 

• Which film beat All The President's Men and Taxi Driver to win Best 

Film at the 1976 Oscars? 

• Who starred as James Bond in the Spy Who Loved Me? 

• What is the name of Buzz Lightyear's enemy in Toy Story 2? 

• Stuart Little is a what? 

• Who plays the scientist that flies into the alien spaceship in 

Independence Day? 

• In Fever Pitch, which football club threatens to undermine Colin 

Firth's relationship?

Answers 

•Planet of the Apes 

•The Shawshank Redemption 

•Gandhi 

•Pi 

•Magnum Force 

•Butch Cassidy and the 

Sundance Kid 

•Silence of the Lambs 

•The Wizard of Oz 

•Some Like it Hot 

•Scarface

Answers  
 • Napolean 
• Jason 
• M 
• Get Carter 
• Stephanie Powers 
• Days of Thunder 
• Rocky 
• Roger Moore 
• Zurg 
• Mouse 
• Jeff Goldblum 
• Arsenal



Su
do
ku

Chris Williamson is the 
ex Member of 

Parliament for Derby 
North. 

He has had a varied 
career having been both 

a bricklayer and a 
social worker as well as 

a politician. 
Chris was unfairly 

purged from the 
Labour party for 

simply being on the left. 
He has been a vegan for 
many years and is also 
strongly anti hunting.

VEGAN COOKING WITH CHRIS WILLIAMSON

Cauliflower Rice
• Planet of the Apes 

• The Shawshank Redemption 

• Gandhi 

• Pi 

• Magnum Force 

• Butch Cassidy and the 

Sundance Kid 

• Silence of the Lambs 

• The Wizard of Oz 

• Some Like it Hot 

• Scarface
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Ingredients 

● 1 cauliflower 

● 4 spring onions 

● 1 tsp crushed garlic 

● 1/2 tsp oil

 METHOD 

Grate cauliflower until fine rice like 

texture. 

Finely chop shallots. 

Add oil, shallots and garlic to pan 

and saute until golden. 

Add cauliflower and saute for a 

further 4 minutes. 

Serve with stir fries or as a 

substitute for rice. 
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LEFT WING 

Despite its boys’ club 

origins, science fiction 

long exhibited a leftist 

streak. Even in the early 1950s, the 

heyday of white masculine 

conquest of space and battle with 

multi-legged monsters and 

nefarious aliens, there lurked at 

the margins of the genre alternate 

views on human forays into the 

future. And of course, with 

predecessors like H.G. Wells, 

Aldous Huxley and George Orwell, 

other possibilities blazed up, as 

one would expect for a genre 

alternately dubbed “speculative.” 

It would be surprising indeed if so-

called speculative fiction did not, 

sooner or later, trample taboos. 

 
Well it did, briefly, with a 

vengeance. The real fiesta of sci-fi 
taboo smashing was the 1960s and 
‘70s, as documented in the newly 
published Dangerous Visions and 
New Worlds, Radical Science Fiction 
1950-1985, edited by Andrew Nette 
and Ian McIntyre. This survey 
includes essays on sci fi and the 
Vietnam war, post-nuclear-
apocalypse dystopias, second wave 
feminism, the antiauthoritarianism 
of Philip K. Dick, Black power, eco-
death, marijuana, LSD and 
methamphetamine, Dr. Who, radical 
sci fi in the Soviet Union, gender as 
reflected in the life and work of Alice 
Sheldon, aka James Tiptree Jr., 
animal liberation, the Women’s Press, 
Octavia Butler and much more. 

The essay on the stupendous 
oeuvre of Philip K. Dick discusses his 
well-known reliance on 
amphetamines, which stoked his 
truly prolific output. The article does 
not mention his conviction, shortly 
before his death, that he was in 
telepathic communication with 
extra-terrestrials, but it does 
elaborate many of his mental 
oddities, for instance his paranoid 
certainty that the CIA was after him. If 
not the CIA, a conspiracy equally 
minatory. “Dick exhorted the FBI to 
investigate the break-in” to a safe in 
his house, “which he linked to what 
he called ‘a covert organization 
including politics, illegal 
w e a p o n s , 
etc., who put 
great pressure 
on me to place 
c o d e d 
information in 
future novels.’” 

 
Dick called 

this shady 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
Solarcon-6. The 
essay also notes 
that “even though 
Dick was an avid d r u g 
user [who at one point converted his 
home into a commune, living with 
hippies and junkies], had once been 
married to a communist, and had a 
life-long one-way beef with Richard 
Nixon, in many ways he was 
profoundly conservative.” The wild 

man of sci fi also achieved fantastic 
success posthumously, with many of 
his novels converted into movies, like 
Blade Runner, Total Recall, Minority 
Report and others. 

 
The 1950s naturally displayed 

great concern with nuclear 
annihilation. What could be more 
timely in 2022 than that early cold 
war fixation on atomic apocalypse? 
In recent months, nuclear 
brinksmanship roared back into our 
lives, even if the likes of white house 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki dismiss 
Moscow’s “empty threats.” One 
would think Russia’s assertion, 

repeatedly and over 
decades, that 
Ukraine’s absorption 
into NATO would 
cause war and the 
fact that it recently 
did just that might 
make the Biden 
dimwits take the 
Kremlin’s threats 
as something 
other than 
“empty.” But so 
far, no luck. 

Still they might 
want to lift a page out of 1950s sci fi. 
That’s when people damn well had 
the sense to take the menace of 
nuclear war seriously. That realistic, 
healthy fear permeated political life, 
literary work and, very thoroughly, 
sci-fi – especially the stories of Roger 
Zelazny. 

 
This excellent writer, neglected 

now, dealt definitively with nuclear 
Armageddon. Descendants of his 
classic Damnation Alley include the 
films Escape from New York and 
Road Warrior. He also co-authored 
another post-nuclear war dystopian 
fiction with Philip K. Dick, entitled 
Deus Irae. In this novel, hydrogen 
bomb warfare destroys human faith 
in God, birthing a new religion based 
on a God of Wrath. With echoes of 
another dystopian post-nuclear 
holocaust icon, A Canticle for 
Leibowitz, this book portrays the 
scarred, incinerated landscape, full of 
death and mutants, that human 
hubris inflicted on earth. Zelazny was 
a sci-fi legend for a reason; his 
collaboration with Dick produced a 
great, under-appreciated example of 
the genre. 

 
“The spectre of nuclear war,” 

writes Andrew Nette, “cast a huge 
shadow over postwar science fiction.” 
These books in the 1950s portrayed 
characters who must cope with 
“radioactive fallout, find food and 
help fend off looters…trigger happy 
soldiers and cannibalism…bandits 
and starvation…sickness from 
radiation and biological attack…gangs 
of savage homeless children.” The 
criminal nuclear cremation of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki had 
occurred in the very recent past, far 
too recent for anyone to be lulled into 
forgetting them. That generation had 

seen the extermination of atom 
bombs, unlike today’s millennials, 
accustomed to the American empire 
haughtily imposing no-fly zones and 
bombing countries back to the stone 
age with no repercussions, certainly 
not nuclear ones. Such, to many 
Americans, are barely imaginable. 
They think the U.S. can do to Russia 
what it did to Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Libya. The only problem is that 
unlike those poorly defended 
nations, Moscow commands 
thousands of nuclear missiles, more 
even than Washington. Perhaps even 
now some uncommonly thoughtful 
sci-fi writer imagines a carelessly, 
ignorantly shattered, post-Ukraine-
war world. 

 
Later, sci-fi leftists consciously, 

deliberately transformed the genre. 
Take Ursula K. LeGuin and her 
feminist anti-capitalism. “From a 
social point of view, most science 
fiction has been incredibly regressive 
and unimaginative,” LeGuin said. “All 
those Galactic Empires, taken straight 
from the British Empire of 1880!…The 
Rotary Club on Alpha Centauri; that’s 
the size of it.” LeGuin belonged to a 
cohort of feminists, who, the rather 
conservative Isaac Asimov claimed, 
invaded science fiction. But then, 
Asimov had created the most 
extensive galactic empire in the 
genre, which was millions of planets 
bigger than the British one, with his 
Foundation series.

SCIENCE 
FICTION
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Israel has quite 

emphatically joined in 

the Ukraine-Russia War 

on the side of Ukraine. 

Correctly, many have 

responded angrily at the 

hypocrisy of Israel and the 

Zionist movement, after 

decades of colonising the land 

of the Palestinians, now getting 

self-righteous about witnessing 

the Russians doing the same to 

someone else. 

 
This is true as far as it goes, 

but let me briefly tell you a 
(massively-abridged 
and simplified) 
history, to show 
you just how 
deeply and 
malodorously that 
hypocrisy runs. 

 
About 11 centuries ago, 

there was a tribe living in what is 
now Ukraine 

called the Kyivan-
Ruus. Due to 

constantly being 
overrun by outsiders such as 

Mongol hoardes, the tribe 

eventually migrated north-east 
to the lands they called 
"Muscovy". After long years 
of building, the Kyivan-
Ruus had spread and 

settled across tens of thousands 
of square miles in north-east 

Europe, and had 
established a 

mighty city to 
serve as a central 
hub in their 
civilisation - 

"Moscow". 
 

Over the centuries 
that followed, the Kyivan-Rus 

people built a vast Empire that 
spread further and further east 
until it covered all of northern 
Asia and much of eastern Europe. 
The people by this time had 
started to call themselves "Rus-
ians." This term later re-evolved 
into "Russians." 

 
But a legacy of the original 

Kyivan-Rus tribe is that the name 
of the Ukrainian capital of Kiev is 
derived from that same tribal 
name. In a sense, Ukraine is the 
birthplace of the Russian nation. 
And so when Russia tries to seize 
control of Ukraine, it is in a sense 
trying to reclaim its ancestral 
homeland. 

 
Does this sound familiar, 

Zionists? Is it not a little odd that 
you defend the theft of Israel 
from Palestinians on the pretext 
that it was the Jews' ancestral 
home, and yet you oppose the 
Russians trying to reclaim theirs? 

 
This is not a defence of the 

Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
please note. Just a castigation of 
Israel’s unending, nauseating 
self-entitlement. 

You think Israel is a hypocrite over Russia? You don’t know the half

Irony of Israeli interference  
in the Ukraine-Russia War

In 
a sense,  

Ukraine is the  
birthplace of the 

 Russian  
nation

Theft 
of Israel from  

Palestinians was on  
the pretext that it  

was the Jews'  
ancestral home

There 
was a tribe  

living in what is  
now Ukraine  

called the  
Kyivan-Ruus



Whatever ‘side’ you 

might choose to take 

on the Russia/Ukraine 

conflict – and it is a crime by 

Russia – it has to be said it has been 

incredibly badly carried out. 

 
Russia’s position on 

the invasion, while 
having many very 
ugly details, does 
have its moral points; 
Ukraine’s Azov 
Battalion does have a 
neo-Nazi element, and Ukraine 
has treated the Donbas region with 
great brutality for eight years now. 
The expansion east by NATO since 
the collapse of the Soviet Union 
has been both against promises 
and grossly provocative, so the 
simplistic black-and-white image 
the media give of the conflict is 
very misleading.  

 
But Russia has made no 

attempt to pursue legal diplomatic 
solutions, such as appealing to the 
United Nations. (Hey, if we insist 
that Tony Blair and George Bush 

should have accepted the 
sovereignty of the UN over 
International Law in 2003 – and 
we rightly do – then Vladimir Putin 
must be held to the same 
standard.) It is clear that Putin is 

using the plight of Luhansk 
and Donetsk as a pretext 

to invade. Otherwise, 
why has he attacked 
all across the north of 
Ukraine and left 

Donbas barely-
protected? 

 
But Putin may be wishing he 

had not done so, because the 
invasion has been a mess. Just as 
Herman Goerring habitually 
assured Adolf Hitler that his 
strategies would “win Germany 
the war within three weeks...” so it 
is understood that Putin’s 
strategists assured him that their 
plans would bring down Ukraine 
in five days. 

 
Several weeks into the 

invasion, and no one needs me to 
point out this has not happened. 

Much bloody, harrowing damage 
has been done, but strategically, in 
terms of conquest, Ukraine’s 
collapse seems a world away. 
Some Russian (and Belarusian) 
units have only gone a dozen or so 
miles over the border.  

 
Poor logistics planning is the 

apparent cause. Russian troops 
face stiffer resistance than they 
expect, and they run out of food 
and ammunition after a day or two 
of being stalled, because five 
days are all they 
have been supplied 
for. This 
turns them 
desperate 
as they find 
they are 
o u t - g u n n e d , 
and they have 
nothing to eat. That is 
what is leading to some of the 
atrocities reported.  

 
But what does this all say about 

the Russian Army. The Western 
media keeps reporting them like 

t h e 
‘ Re d 

Menace’ of 
t h e 1950s, but 

t h e reality is that Russia is 
not the Soviet Union. Its army is 
not the Red Army. They do not 
pose the same scale of threat at all. 
Even with help from Belarus, they 

are not even able to conquer 
Ukraine in a hurry. 

 
So let us stop the hysteria, eh? 

We can stop worrying so much 
about Russia’s threat to the rest of 
Europe. It is not negligible, but it is 
only a shadow of what the media 
want us to imagine.

An idea that a lot of social 

media commentators are 

coming up with for 

alleviating the chaos in Ukraine is 

for NATO to set up a No-Fly-Zone - 

in effect a ban on all air traffic - 

over the country. It sounds like a 

positive step while avoiding an 

actual war declaration. But do not 

be fooled. Such a move is not just 

likely to be futile and impractical 

(do the people suggesting this 

have any idea how large Ukraine 

is, and therefore the resources 

required to enforce such a No-Fly-

Zone?), it is also very much likely 

to make matters worse in wider 

theatres of conflict. It really 

amounts to declaring war anyway, 

but in slow motion. 

 
For the sake of argument, let us 

assume for a moment that NATO 
are somehow able to set up such a 
zone over this vast landscape. This 
is probably more the job of the 
United Nations, incidentally, but it 
is not a hard-and-fast rule, I 
suppose, so let us assume NATO 
are willing to do it without 
Security Council jurisdiction. Here 
is the problem; what if NATO 
issues an order for absolutely no 
planes to enter or fly in Ukrainian 
airspace, and the Russian airforce 
just ignore it and carry on 

operating there? What 
should NATO do then? 

 
This creates quite a 

serious dilemma. The 
only way to 
enforce a 
No-Fly-Zone is to 
fire on aircraft that do not 
respect it. The moment NATO fire 
on a Russian plane however, it 
would be an explicit act of war, and 
an escalation. And as Ukraine is 
not a member of NATO and 
therefore not entitled to 
protection by that alliance, that 
would mean NATO being classed 
as the aggressor, while the direct 

conflict between NATO 
and Russia this is an attempt to 
avoid breaks out anyway. Whereas 
if NATO chooses not to enforce the 
No-Fly-Zone it has announced, 
who will ever take the 
establishment of such a zone by 
NATO seriously ever again in 
future? 

This, by the way, is precisely 
what the U k r a i n i a n 

P r e s i d e n t , 
Volodomyr 
Z e l e n s k y, 

is hoping will 
happen. He 
wants NATO to 

fight the war against Russia for 
him, and that is why he has 
recently started demanding a No-
Fly-Zone be set up. People should 
not be taken in too far by 
Zelensky's history as a 
professional comedian. A 
comedian can be an excellent 
disguise - and often quite a thin 
one too - for a cruel cynic.
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Worst. Invasion. Ever?

RUSSIA  
IS NOT THE SOVIET 
UNION. ITS ARMY  

IS NOT THE  
RED ARMY

 
Ukraine’s  

Azov Battalion...  
has treated the  
Donbas region  

with great  
brutality

RUSSIA’S INVASION OF UKRAINE HAS BEEN A FOUL-UP

A No-Fly-Zone is not a good idea
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MMohamed Salah of 

Liverpool and Egypt 

has been voted the 

journalists’ choice as Footballer 

Of The Year for a second time. 

Salah has been the main source 

of firepower in a Liverpool side 

that, as May begins, is still 

challenging for silverware on 

three further fronts, having 

already won the League Cup in 

the early spring – an unparalleled 

Quadruple. 
 
Salah also played in the African 

Cup of Nations in the winter, 
leading Egypt to the Final, which 
they lost to Senegal, inspired by 
Salah’s clubmate Sadio Mane. 

Although Salah’s form has 

rather gone ‘off-the-boil’ since 
returning from the tournament, 
some of his performances in the 
first half of the season were quite 
electrifying. His goals at home 
against Manchester City and at 
Watford saw some of the most 
outrageous skills imaginable. He 
has scored twenty-two Premier 
League goals at the time of the 
award, and a further eight in all 
other comepetitions. 

Meanwhile, Australia and 
Chelsea star Sam Kerr won the 
women’s footballer of the year 
award, in recognition of her scoring 
eighteen goals so far in the 
Women’s Super League, and 
playing a key role in reaching the 
upcoming Women’s FA Cup Final 

against Manchester 
City.

‘Egyptian King’ voted Player of the Year by journalists

Australia and  
Chelsea star  

Sam Kerr won 
 the women’s  

footballer of the 
 year award

Salah has been  
the main source of 

 firepower in a  
Liverpool side... 

challenging for... 
an unparalleled  

Quadruple

Salah wwiinnss  
Football Writers’ Award 

 

 

 

Which four EPL clubs did David 

Ginola play for? 

On December 26, 1999, which 

club became the first Premier 

League side to field an entirely 

foreign starting line-up? 

And on February 14, 2005, which 

club were the first to name a 

completely foreign 16-man squad 

for a Premier League match? 

Norwich City led the inaugural 

Premier League at Christmas, 

what was most unusual about 

this lead? 

Zinedine Zidane made 151 

appearances for which Italian 

club? 

What nationality are Karim 

Bagheri, Ashkhan Dejagar and 

Andranik Teymourian who have 

all played in England? 

Which player won the PFA Young 

Player of the Year award for 

2013-14? 

'The Spice Boys' was a media 

term for a group of young 

footballers in the mid-late 1990s 

from which football club? 

Which European club has the 

motto that means in English: 

'More than a club'? 

In 1999, which player released 

the unsuccessful single 

'Outstanding', a cover of The Gap 

Band's 1982 song of the same 

name, which peaked below the 

UK Top 40?

Answers: 

 Newcastle United, Tottenham 
Hotspur, Aston Villa, and 
Everton 

Chelsea 

Arsenal 

They had a negative goal 
difference 

Juventus 

Iran 

Eden Hazard 

Liverpool 

Barcelona 

Andy Cole

Football Quiz -  
General
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MManchester United’s 

limp form shows no 

real signs of improving 

as the season draws to its close, 

and the experiment of making 

Ralf Ragnick an interim coach has 

failed to improve the on-field 

output of the players. The fact 

United got a passable result here 

from a game against one of the top 

three should mislead no one. 

Their performance was just as 

passive and easily-bullied as their 

abysmal no-show at Anfield nine 

days earlier, which handed a 4-

0 win to Liverpool. United 

just happened to be playing 

against a side less equipped 

to punish their disorganisation 

and poor work-rate this time.  

 
Chelsea were still much the better 

team, outplaying static opponents with 
ease, and creating chances to win about 
three matches. Only a moment of 
inspiration from the usual ‘old head’ 
rescued United from another loss. 

 

More positive and industrious, 
Chelsea were on a club-record eight-
match winning run away from home, 
and should have been three up at Old 
Trafford by half-time. Kai Havertz put 
one presentable chance into the side-

netting, another 
into David de Gea’s 

midriff, and a header straight 
onto de Gea’s palms. But a fine 

volley from Marcos Alonso broke the 
deadlock on the hour to give Chelsea a 
1-0 lead that hardly reflected their 
superiority. 

 
To United’s credit, they avoided 

their routine response to conceding a 
goal of looking sorry for themselves 
and trying to push the blame onto each 
other. Instead they showed some 
character, and produced just about 
their only incisive move of the night to 
play in Cristiano Ronaldo to power 
home an ill-merited equaliser just two 
minutes later. Ronaldo’s individual 
brilliance, and de Gea’s goalkeeping, are 

the only qualities in 21/22 to keep 
United in the hunt for Champions’ 
League football next season. Even that 
now seems a forlorn hope. 

 
If Chelsea felt robbed, they almost 

saw justice done as a fine strike from 
the edge of the United penalty area by 
Reece James – given criminal space by 
United’s centre-backs - smacked off the 
outside of a post. As it is, that may make 
them feel even more hard-done-by at 
having to make do with a single point, a 
result that surely ends any hypothetical 
hope they had left of winning the title. 
The point apiece is of little use to either 
side. 

 
United have played 35 games. They 

have accrued 55 points, and lie in sixth 

p o s i t i o n . 
Both Tottenham Hotspur, 58 points, 
and Arsenal, 60, have two games in 
hand on them, while West Ham United 
in seventh, with 52, also have a game in 
hand. Europa League football is now all 
United can realistically hope for next 
season, and even that could fade to 
Europa Conference football, given 
West Ham’s better goal difference and 
match in hand.  

 
By United’s standards, it has been 

an embarrassingly poor season. All the 
talk of a title challenge back in August 
has become a little like their defence – 
football’s worst joke. 

 
By Martin Odoni

United get away with it 
Chelsea left wondering how it got away

Chelsea were overwhelmingly the better team, outplaying stat-ic opponents with ease

MANCHESTER  
UNITED  1-1 CHELSEA

(Ronaldo 62 – Alonso 60)

TThis sporting injury 

story is very odd but not 

funny. Mark Shelton of 

Hartlepool United was ruled 

out of Saturday’s League Two 

match against Scunthorpe 

United after being injured by a 

cotton bud. More precisely, 

Shelton had been trying to 

clean his ears using the bud, but 

pushed it too far into the ear 

canal and found he could not 

safely remove it. 

 
"Mark's had a cotton bud in his 

ear that has gone in too far," 
according to Hartlepool boss 
Graeme Lee. As the ears are 
central to human balance, Shelton 
has been suffering dizziness, and 

had to go to hospital to get the bud 
removed. 

 
It is often warned that cotton 

buds are dangerous to put in the 
ear, and this little tale 
demonstrates the point. But what 
a bizarre way for a professional 
footballer to pick up a game-
preventing injury.

Cotton bud injures Hartlepool player
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The battle to become 

the next owner of 

Chelsea Football 

Club appears to be nearing its 

decisive stage. 

 
The former owner, Roman 

Abramovitch, as a prominent 
Russian closely associated with 
Vladimir Putin, saw his British 
assets frozen as a response to the 
Ukraine war. This included the 
‘stasis’ of some of the business 
functions of Chelsea Football Club. 
Therefore, Abramovitch has been 
in a hurry to sell the club on to a 
new owner who is legally free to 
get the machine ‘moving fully 
again.’ 

 
The new owner appears likely 

to be the owner of the Los Angeles 
Dodgers baseball team, and the Los 
Angeles Sparks basketball team, 
Todd Boehly, the head of a 
consortium that has made a bid of 
£2.5 billion. The consortium 
includes Swiss billionaire, 
Hansjorg Wyss, American Public 

Relations specialist, Barbara 
Charone, British journalist Daniel 
Finkelstein and UK businessman, 
Jonathan Goldstein. Boehly has 
been identified as the current 
‘preferred bidder’. 

 
British billionaire Sir Jim 

Ratcliffe made a £4.25bn offer, but 
this is likely to be rejected as it was 
placed over a month after the 18th 
March deadline for initial bids. 

The club is under growing 
pressure from the Government to 
finalise a takeover. Chelsea FC is 
continuing just enough operations 
to get through to the end of the 
current season under a special 
licence from the UK government, 
which expires on 31st May. On 
Thursday 28th of April, Culture 
Secretary Nadine Dorries warned 
the club was on “borrowed time” to 
complete the sale. 

FAVOURITE  
FOR CHELSEA’S  

NEW OWNER  
NAMED

Owner of the Los Angeles Dodgers emerges as frontrunner

Sir 
Jim Ratcliffe 

 made a £4.25bn  
offer, but this is  

likely to be  
rejected

T
he Anfield Merseyside 

derby saw controversy 

when Everton attacker 

Anthony Gordon demanded in vain 

a penalty for a ‘foul’ by Liverpool 

defender Joel Matip. After the 

match, won 2-0 by Liverpool, 

Everton coach Frank Lampard 

complained that had the challenge 

been on a Liverpool attacker at the 

other end, it would be a penalty 

every time. “If that was Mo Salah at 

the other end, he gets a penalty. I'm 

not trying to create conflict; it's just 

the reality of football.” But is it? 

 
what he said. So, is it “the reality of 

football” that Mohamed Salah gets lots 
of penalties? 

 
The Word have investigated, and 

given the standard assumptions of 
football fans about Liverpool and 

penalties, our findings may be 
startling. Irrespective of whether 
Gordon should have had a penalty or 
not, the bottom line is emphatically 
no, the evidence does not support 
Lampard’s claims at all. 

 
Lampard’s implication assumes 

Liverpool must get far more more 
penalties than Everton. Now, it is true 
that Liverpool this season have had 
joint-most penalties in the Premier 
League, alongside Manchester City 
and Chelsea. However, the number of 
penalties the top three have each been 
awarded in the 32-to-33 league games 
they have played (at the time-of-
writing) is just eight. That is less than 
one penalty every four matches, 
hardly indicating a deluge of corrupt 
refereeing. 

 
Moreover, Everton are in the top 

six among penalty recipients 
themselves, with six penalties 
awarded in 32 games. Just two fewer 
penalties than Liverpool, and from a 
game fewer. Given Liverpool attack 
more effectively than Everton and so 
spend more time in opposing penalty 
areas, the real mystery is why the gap is 
not wider. 

 
The EPL team with the joint-

fewest penalties this season, by the 
way, is Burnley, with just one. Everton 
and Burnley are going head-to-head to 
avoid relegation, meaning uneven 
distribution of spot-kicks is actually 
benefiting Everton’s survival hopes. 

 
Now, focusing on Salah, and 

Lampard’s assertion that the Egyptian 
gets penalties whenever he falls under 
minimal contact – well, if you believe 
that, we have another surprise; - 

Mohamed Salah has been 
awarded just one penalty for 
being fouled all season. That 
was against Aston Villa at 
Anfield way back on the 11th of 
December. He has not been 
awarded a penalty in the current 
calendar year. 

 
Data analysis – visit 

https://tinyurl.com/39mwrzc3 to 
investigate - of all EPL matches since 
season 2019-20 has in fact found that 
Salah is the least-protected forward by 
Premier League referees. Fouls on 
Salah are awarded at a rate of just once 
every one hundred and twenty 
minutes of play. That is just three free 
kicks/penalties in every four matches 
for fouls on Salah. 

 
Everton’s Richarlison, by 

comparison, was found to win free 

k i c k s 
at a rate of once every 39 minutes of 
play. 

 
Gordon might have been fouled in 

the incident with Matip - it was 
debatable. But Lampard’s insinuation 
that there is some structural refereeing 
bias at play here to deny Everton is 
hysterical nonsense. The facts do not 
leave room for it. He appears to be 
taking a standard fan-culture 
assumption (‘urban myth’) and using it 
in lieu of real evidence. That makes his 
accusations irresponsible, as well as 
inaccurate. 

Lampard’s bellyaches examined



In what has already been perhaps 

the most dismal and depressing 

season in the club's modern on-

field history, Everton's troubles have 

been re-doubled off the field by 

Financial Fiar Play rules breaches. 

 
Despite their terrible form for 

most of the season, Everton's 
chances of avoiding relegation were 
fairly good, due to them staying 
above the relegation line and 
having games-in-hand over the 
teams around them. This was in 
spite of severe restrictions placed 
on their transfer budget at the start 
of the season due to previous 
detected over-spending. Now, with 
the news coming through of the 
calculation the Premier League is 
using to adjust the FFP rules to take 
the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic into account, Everton 
may find that they are still over the 
maximum loss-making average. 

 
The rule under normal 

circumstances is that no club in the 
EPL may make a loss in excess of 
£105 million across a rolling three-
year period. This is adjusted to four, 
with an average taken across the 
four years, to account for the 
months without attendances due to 
the pandemic. Everton, who have 
not yet published their full 

accounts for the last year, appear to 
be in breach of this average. 

 
It is not yet clear what 

sanction might follow if a rules-
breach is found, but as the club 
was already in trouble 
previously over losses of over 
£260 million between 2017 and 
2020, and was more or less 
allowed to get away 
with it, it seems 
difficult to 
believe that 
there will be 
none at all 
again. One 
p o s s i b l e 
penalty is a 
p o i n t s 
deduction. In 
E v e r t o n ' s 
perilous position 
just one place 
above the 
relegation line, the 
knock-on effects 
could be 
d e v a s t a t i n g . 
Relegation to the 
C h a m p i o n s h i p 
would not only 
massively reduce 
the club's income, it 
would likely imperil 
the much-needed 

move to a new stadium, planned for 
construction in the 

M e r s e y 
docklands. 

 
By Martin 

Odoni

    Thursday 28th April 
    RB Leizig                         1-0         Rangers 
    West Ham United           1-2         Eintracht Frankfurt

UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE semi-finals:

    Thursday 28th April 
    Leicester City                  1-1         AS Roma

UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE semi-finals:

    Sunday 24th April 
    Brighton & Hove Albion  2-2         Southampton 
    Burnley                            1-0         Wolverhampton  
    Chelsea                           1-0         West Ham United 
    Liverpool                          2-0         Everton 
    M onday 25th April 
    Crystal Palace                0-0         Leeds United 
    Thursday 28th April 
    Manchester United         1-1         Chelsea  
    Saturday 30th April 
    Newcastle United            0-1         Liverpool 
    Aston Villa                       2-0         Norwich City  
    Southampton                  1-2         Crystal Palace 
    Watford                            1-2         Burnley 
    Wolverhampton              0-3         Brighton & Hove Albion 
    Leeds United                   0-4         Manchester City

PREMIER LEAGUE:

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE semi-finals:

    Sunday 24th April 
    Ross County                   0-2         Celtic 
    Dundee United                2-3         Heart of Midlothian 
    Saturday 30th April 
    Aberdeen                        1-0         Dundee 
    Dundee United                1-0         Motherwell 
    Heart of Midlothian          0-0         Ross County 
    Livingston                        1-0         Hibernian 
    St. Johnstone                  0-1         St. Mirren

SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP:

    Tuesday 26th April 
    Manchester City             4-3         Real Madrid  
    W ednesday 27th April 
    Liverpool                          2-0         Villarreal
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Everton 
relegation troubles enhanced

Week ending Saturday 30th April 
FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL  RREESSUULLTTSS



The news Liverpool fans had 

quietly been hoping to hear 

for months, if only to quiet 

the frequent speculation to the 

contrary in the media, has broken. 

Jurgen Klopp, the coach who 

restored the club to a European 

powerhouse, has signed an extension 

on his current deal. The extension 

will keep Klopp at Anfield until at 

least the summer of 2026. 

 
Liverpool have done some fine 

business this season; the £80 million 
expansion of the Anfield Road stand, 
and the £37.5 million purchase of 
exciting winger Luis Diaz from Porto 
are two examples. But this extension 
may be the best of the lot. Klopp is the 
architect behind the resurgence of a 
club that once dominated the English 
game, but fell into (relative) obscurity 

after being superseded by Manchester 
United in the 1990s. 

 
Liverpool, under Klopp, are playing 

one of the club’s greatest ever seasons, 
and are in position to win all four major 
competitions they have taken part in. 
They have already won the League 
‘Carabao’ Cup. They have reached the 
final of the FA Cup. They appear to have 
one foot in the final of the Champions 
League after a good win over Villarreal 
in the first leg of the semi-final. And 
they are within a point of Manchester 
City in another title race that could go 
to the season’s final weekend. A 
possible, if unlikely, quadruple, 
unprecedented in the English game, 
could be on the cards. After winning 
the Champions League, the Club World 
Championship, and the ‘Holy Grail’ of 
the Premier League title previously 
under Klopp’s stewardship. 

With such an exciting season 
ending for Liverpool, it was the ideal 
time for him to negotiate a new deal 
with Fenway Sports Group, owners of 
the club. Klopp is a shrewd strategist, 
and also probably the most able 
motivator in the modern game. A 
coach of boundless energy, enthusiasm 
and ideas, and loved by the support 
base as much as the likes of Bill Shankly 
or Kenny Dalglish ever were. 

 
How could either the club or the 

coach say no? Klopp himself made 
clear he could not. 

 
“When the owners brought the 

possibility to renew to me, I asked 
myself the question... Do I have the 
energy and vibe to give of myself again 
what this amazing place requires from 
the person in the manager's office? I 
didn't need too long to answer in truth. 

The answer was very simple… I'm in 
love with here and I feel fine.” 

 
Klopp was paraphrasing the 

adapted version of the Beatles hit I Feel 
Fine that Liverpool fans have been 
singing recently in his honour, but he 
also mentioned the role his wife Ulla 
made in the decision. “We sat in the 
kitchen at the table and Ulla said, ‘I can’t 
see us leaving in 2024.’” 

Klopp’s assistants Pep Lijnders and 
Peter Krawietz also signed extensions 
to their deals. The message from the 
Liverpool brain-trust is clear to those 
speculating on their supposed 
departure; - 

 
“Get used to us being here, Premier 

League, we’re going nowhere!” 
 

By Martin Odoni
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Jurgen Klopp signs contract extension at Liverpool

Despair, will keep Klopp a t Anfield until at  least the summer  of 2026

The  extension 

Sorry if the main title got you 

excited, readers. It is with the 

bitterest regret that I must 

announce that Boris Johnson, somehow, 

is not behind bars. Instead, it is the three-

time former Wimbledon Men’s Singles 

Champion, Boris Becker who has fallen 

foul of corruption laws. He has been jailed 

for two and a half years, on four counts of 

violating the Insolvency Act, by 

concealing approximately £2.5 million-

worth of assets and loans in order to avoid 

paying debts. 

 
Becker had been declared bankrupt 

in June 2017 over an unpaid loan in 

excess of £3 million on a luxury estate 
he owns in Mallorca. By law, Becker 
should have disclosed all of his assets so 
that his trustee could distribute funds 
therefrom to his creditors. He owed 
them nearly £50 million at the time of 
bankruptcy. 

 
Becker had previously been convicted 

in his native Germany of tax evasion in 
2002, for which he was given a suspended 
sentence only. Judge Deborah Taylor, 
criticising the lack of remorse shown by 
Becker, cited the suspended sentence as 
an aggravating factor when deciding to 
impose a  custodial sentence. 

Becker, in 1985, at the fresh age of 17 
and full of a nimbleness few tennis 
players possessed at the time, became 
the youngest-ever Mens’ Singles 
Champion at Wimbledon. He won two 
more Wimbledon titles, two Australian 
Opens, a US Open, and an Olympic 
medal. But he tried to maintain a high-
spending lifestyle after his retirement 
from tennis in 1999 had heavily 
reduced his income, and kept spending 
excessively even through a very 
expensive divorce. His fall-from-grace is 
one of the most startling ‘riches-to-rags’ 
stories in European sport over the last 
half-century. 

Boris sent to jail!

rest-of-the-Premier-League!

Sorry though, we mean the tennis player, not the politician



 Ben Stokes is the new England Test Match Captain

After a pretty dismal year for 

the England Test Match team, 

one that has brought back 

memories of the lows of the 1980s 

and 1990s, there have been 

sweeping changes to the brain-

trust.  

 

The new managing director 
for the English game is 
former opener Robert Key. 
But also, Joe Root, a 

skipper with 27 
Test victories, 

more than any 
other England 

skipper, but also 25 
Test losses, again more 
than any other England 
skipper, has surrendered the 

captaincy. He is succeeded 
by his deputy, the 30-year-
old talismanic all-rounder, Ben 
Stokes. 

Stokes, a star all-rounder in the tradition 
of Ian Botham and Andrew Flintoff, has 
over five thousand runs and has taken one 
hundred and seventy-four wickets in Test 
Cricket. He was the hero of an astonishing 
one-wicket victory over Australia at 
Headingley in 2019. His profile is therefore 
more than high enough for the big job, but 
his aforementioned predecessors, Botham 
and Flintoff, saw their individual form 
suffer horribly when trying to skipper the 

team. The worry is that the 
pressure of the role might 

similarly hurt Stokes’ 
performances. 

 
The first match 

of Stokes’ captaincy 
will begin on 2nd 

June, against the 
nation of his birth, New 

Zealand. 
 

By Martin Odoni

Stokes was  the hero of an  astonishing  one-wicket victory over Australia at Headingley in 
 2019

A pretty  dismal year  for the England Test Match  
team

A new era for English 
Test Cricket


